Palm Springs takes on development and demolition
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Amid towering cranes in
dovntown Palm Springs help-
ing to build some of the most
new development the city has
seen in decades, other longtime

Demolition

Group plans a partially gated

Jor magnets for homeless peo-
Pleinthea
Woodbndge president Todd
offered to
ol the ety demolah the adss
cent Mac Magruder car dealer-
ship.

“Its an eyesore. It's a prob-
lem. We'd like it to go away,”
Cunningham told the city’s Ar-
chitectural Advisory Commit-

structures may be heading to-
ward demolitio

"The Palm Springs Building
Code Appeals Bo:

quitzPlazaisacollectionof four
office buildings, designed by
Hugh Kaptur and built in the

A quarter of his 80-unit de-
velopment would include living
spaces above commercial prop-
erty. Cunningham doesn't antic-

b

mid1970s. It is now ovmed by
Nexus Development, whic

would like to demolish at least
partof the site to make way for
new development. The demol

tion permit has been appealed
by the Palm Springs Modern
Committee and Palm Springs
Preservation Foundation, two

moves forward.

eanwhile, .
cranes have been brought in to
aid inthe development of a new
sixstory, 1 Kimpton h

speculated the commercial ten-
ants could include nail studios,
lons and art gall

tel and a three-story retail and
‘commercial building to house a
West El

City staff noted that Cun-
ningham’s plans for vehicular
gates_into the _development
don't fit the city's master plan.

The Kimpton hotel’s grand
opening is set for October 2016,
Michael Braun, senior vice
president for Wessman Devel-

homeless people utof the emp-
ty tribal land west of the pro-
posed housing project, he said
“It’s a large open area that
hashosted transients in the past
an g
sients in the future,” he said.
‘Any proposals for the pro-
ject still has to go through mul-
tiple levels of approval beforeit

ment, the firt

development of downtown.

actual concrete struc-
ture is scheduled to stand by
early November 2015, Braun
added.

‘While the West Elm building,
which is the steel structure go-
ing up next door to the Hyatt
Paim alm Canyon
Drive, is set open in February

preservationist groups

Meanwhile, 4 construction
fenceasgoncuparounda
mercial and retal building on
South Indian Canyon Drivenear
Ramon Road. The 1965 building
was designed by Donald

he fenc laced to
keep the building safe and free

development would demolish a
0sera Bank of America
Building on Palm Canyon Drive
‘across the street from Trio res-
taurant
While on the other side of

Whether the Magruder Chevro:

of trespassers, say city offi-

cials,

in a mile down the

street, the Rock Garden Restau-

rant sits empty and bereft,
awaiting demolition.
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Please see DEMOLITION, 5A

Iet dealership on South Palm
Canyon Drive is coming down
any time soon. & murder vic:
* body wes Load on the

Property ta Febri
e long-er mmy , dealership

been unwilling to pay to tear it
d many have called on
the city to do so in their placs
Bids came into the city last
month_ ranging from _ab
$335,000to: 5716 000 to demolish
uilding, remove
its foundations and inst
foot-high fence. Cunninghs
said he's willing to chip in half
the cost of the low bic
that he'd ke to dovelopthe Ma-
gruder site at some poin




