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Class 1 Historic Site Nomination

The Palm Canyon Drive Palm Allée

Palm Springs, California & a historic designed landscape

Name: The Palm Canyon Drive Palm Allée.

Location: Palm Canyon Drive, Palm Springs, Riverside County, Californiad the double rows of
palms along the public right -of-way.

Resource type: Historic designed landscape (a designed civic streetscape / planted allée),
including its living material, its integrated street -lighting scheme, and its associated
commemorative monument.

Date of creation: 1949, extended in campaigns through ¢.1963.

Proposed period of significance: 19497 c.1963.

Document version : FINAL August 2, 2026.

Application

The City of Palm Springs Historic Resource Designation application follows.
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(to be completed by Planning staff:)

Date:

Case No.

HSPB No.

Planner:

CITY OF PALM SPRINGS

Department of Planning Services

HISTORIC RESOURCE DESIGNATION (HRD)

TO THE APPLICANT:

Complete all parts of this application. Denote “NA” for lines that are not applicable.

Submit the completed application with attachments to the Department of Planning Services at

3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm Springs, CA 92262 Phone: 760-323-8245 Fax: 760-322-8380

This application is for a proposed: (Check one) Xl Historic Site / Resource 1 Historic District:

Applicant’'s Name: Palm Springs Preservation Foundation
Please Print

1 Owner [ Lessee [ Authorized Agent [ City Xl Other
Applicant’s Address:_1775 East Palm Canyon Drive, Suite 110-195

Number and Street Name or P.O. Box

Palm Springs California 92264
City State ZIP
Telephone Nos: (213) 364-3577 (Steven Keylon, cell) « (760) 837-7117 (PSPF voicemail)
Residence Cell Work

E-Mail address: srk1941@gmail.com (Steven Keylon, primary contact) « info@pspreservationfoundation.org

Note: For Historic District applications: On a separate page, provide a list all sites / parcels within the
proposed historic district boundaries with the following information provided for each parcel /
APN.

Site Address: Palm Canyon Drive public right-of-way (State Highway 111), Tramway Road to east of William Krisel Way

APN None (public ROW) 7Zone: Multiple  Section: Multiple Gen’l Plan Land Use Desig._Public ROW

Is the project is located on the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians Reservation? In part (see report)
(Refer to the Land Status Map under Tribal Resources on the Planning Department home page.)

Construction Date: 1949 —c. 1963 () Estimated Actual (denote source, i.e. bldg. permits)

Architect: E. Stewart Williams (committee chairman) Builder: Earl Neel, Neel's Nursery / City of Palm Springs

Present Owner: City of Palm Springs (public right-of-way)

Present Owner Address: 3200 East Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm Springs, CA 92262

HISTORIC RESOURCE DESIGNATION APPLICATION (8-10-22) KL 4 0f 6
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Original Owner: City of Palm Springs

Other notable past owners: None — in continuous City ownership since 1949

Other Historic Associations: Ruth Hardy; E. Stewart Williams; Clarence C. Neel; Earl Neel; Lawrence Crossley

Common Name of Property: The mile of palms; the Palm Canyon Drive palms

Historic Name of Property: Palm Canyon Drive Palm Allée

Attach to this application any information, photos, drawings, newspaper articles, reports, studies, or
other materials to fully describe the characteristics or conditions that support this application for
historic designation.

Architectural Style: _N/A — historic designed landscape (allée); NPS Preservation Brief 36
(Refer to the Architectural Styles chapter of the Citywide Historic Context Statement, under Historic
Resources on the Planning Home page (www.palmspringsca.gov).

Period of Significance: 1949 — c. 1963
(See the Citywide Historic Context Statement Document.)

Please list any informational reference sources used to complete this application:
See Section 10 (Sources) and the footnotes of the attached nomination report.

PSMC 8.05.070 (C,1): Criteria for the Designation of Class 1 Historic Resources.

A site, structure, building or object may be designated as a Class 1 historic resource or a Contributing
Resource in a proposed historic district by the Palm Springs City Council, provided both of the
following findings are met.

Provide a written description of how the site qualifies as historic resource under one or more of the
following criterion:

FINDING 1: The site, structure, building or object exhibits exceptional historic significance and
meets one or more of the criteria listed below:

i. The resource is associated with events that have made a meaningful contribution to the nation,
state or community.’

ii.  The resource is associated with the lives of persons who made a meaningful contribution to
national, state or local history.

iii.  The resource reflects or exemplifies a particular period of national, state or local history.

iv.  The resource embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type of construction, a period of
construction or a method of construction.?

v.  The resource presents the work of a master builder, designer, artist, or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age, or that possesses high artistic value.

vi.  The resource represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack
individual distinction, as used in evaluating applications for designation of historic districts, for
parcels on which more than one entity exists.

vii.  The resource has yielded or may be likely to yield information important to national, state or
local history or prehistory.

TNOTE: Unlike the National Register criteria, The City's criterion does not consider “patterns of events”. For
consideration of “patterns of events”, use Criterion “iii", reflecting a particular period.

2 Unlike the National Register criteria “type, period of method of construction relates to construction only’ For
design theme or characteristics use Criterion “iii” (period) or Criterion v (high artistic value).

HISTORIC RESOURCE DESIGNATION APPLICATION (8-10-22) KL 50f 6
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FINDING 2: The site, structure, building or object retains most if not all of the following aspects of
Integrity, as established in the Secretary of the Interior's Standards®: Design, Materials,
Workmanship, Location, Setting, Feeling, Association.

PSMC 8.05.070 (C,2) Criteria for the Designation of Class 2 Historic Resources.

A site, structure, building or object may be designated as a Class 2 historic resource, or a Contributing
Resource to a proposed historic district by the Palm Springs City Council provided the site, structure,
building or object exhibits exceptional historic significance and meets one or more of the criteria listed
in Finding 1 above. A Class 2 historic resource is not required to meet the findings for integrity as
described in Finding 2 (above).

PSMC 8.05.090 (C) Criteria and Findings for Designation of Historic Districts.

In addition to the criteria listed in Finding 1, to be considered for designation as a Historic District, a
defined area must:

a. Contain contributing resources on a majority of the sites within the proposed district which
individually meet the criteria in Finding (1). The defined area may include other structures,
buildings, or archaeological sites which contribute generally to the overall distinctive character
of the area and are related historically or visually by plan or physical development.

(Identify list by address and APN number each site / parcel that meets the criteria outlined in
Finding 1 above and document how each meets the criteria.

b. ldentify non-contributing properties or vacant parcels to the extent necessary to establish
appropriate, logical or convenient boundaries.
(Identify list by address and APN number each site / parcel within the proposed historic district
that is considered non-contributing to the overall historic significance of the historic district.)
Please attach any additional information related to the application as necessary.

Questions: Contact the Palm Springs Planning Department at 760 323 8245.

3 Refer to the U.S. Department of the Interior Bulletin for How to Evaluate the Integrity of a Property.

HISTORIC RESOURCE DESIGNATION APPLICATION (8-10-22) KL 6 of 6
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1. Introduction

1.1 What is an allée?

An allée is a double row of trees planted at fixed intervals along both sides of a road or walk, close
enough and even enough that the two rows stop reading as trees and start reading as one thing: a
corridor with a beginning, a length, and an end. The word is French and the form began in the
garden & the long green corridors of Renaissance and Baroque estate® before seventeenth
century designers carried it past the garden wall and into the town. Its history as a civic form, and

the California examples Pdm Springs had in front of it, are set out at Section 3.3.

Three things separate an allée from a street that happens to have trees on it. The trees are of the
same or similar species and scale. They stand on both sides, facing each other across the space.
And they are set on a stated interval, so the eye reads rhthm rather than accident.

Palm Canyon Drive has all three: two ranks of filifera and robusta fan palms facing each other
across the street on a module of roughly thirty-five feet. It has something more besides. An allée
is often aimed at something, and this one is aimed towards the south at the mountains, which
closes the view, so that moving along its length is a procession rather than a drive. That is the
object this nomination proposes to designate & not hundreds of palm trees, but the composition
they make.

1.2 Summary

The Palm Canyon Drive Palm Allée is a designed, engineered, authored, dedicated, and
illuminated civic landscape, conceived and built beginning in 1949 as the centerpiece of a voter

ratified municipal beautification program, and the design extended in late r campaigns through

about 1963, with later planting continuing beyond it. It is significant as a historic designed

landscape 0O a planted allée executed to a written specification and species schedule, advertised

for bids and, when none c¢came, built by the cityds
and wired as it was planted for a lighting scheme installed the following yeat 8 and for its

association with the postwar civic beautification of Palm Springs and with

Councilwoman Ruth Hardy , the first woman on the Palm Springs City Council and the driving

figure of the project. The allée gave the resort its signature approach and remains the defining

feature of its main street.?
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The significance rests on the composition & the double-row rhythm, the procession and
gateway character of the drive, the two-species play, and the lighting designed around the fronds
d and on the documented civic intent behind it, not on any single count of trees or any one

maintenance practice.

1.3 Period of significance

1949 1 c. 1963. The core allée was authorized, funded, planted, and dedicated in 1949; later
campaigns (a 1954 property-owner phase, South Palm Canyon in 1956 57, further design and

planning work to 1962) extended the planting along the drive.3 The counts are a documented
progression, not a single figure d a contract estimate of about 308 (roughly 150 of each species),

a planted count in the |l ow 320s by | ate September
in-revi ew, fi 4 0 Oidg-ena ovetapee and addjtiortal trees in the 1956 57 and 1962
campaignsd and each count should be footnoted to its source rather than averagedt

The closing date is set by the completion of the extension planning and design campaigns, not by
an event. Later plantings that completed the allée or continued the rows are compatible with the
design and are addressed in Section 6.5; they are the continuion of a practice rather than a new
one, which is why the treatment recommendation at Section 8.3 is preservation of the continuum

rather than restoration to a single year.

1.4 Boundary

The resource is the public right-of-way of Palm Canyon Drived State Highway 111 through Palm
Springs 8 from Tramway Road on the north to the eastern end of the double row on East Palm
Canyon Drive, a short distance east of William Krisel Way, at 33.8014°N, 116.5349° W (WGS 84).
It is one continuous run of approximately 4.7 miles: North Palm Canyon Drive south from

Tramway, through the downtown mile, and then east as the highway bends into East Palm Canyon
Drive. The mile authorized, planted, and dedicated in 1949 is the first of those miles; the rest is
the work of the extension campaigns of the 1950s (Section 3.7). The boundary runs from rightof-
way line to right -of-way line and so takes in the roadway, the curbs, the planting strips in which

the palms stand, and the walks. The boundary is shown at Map 1.
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Map 1. Boundary of the
Palm Canyon Drive Palm Allée

Tramway Road

0= North terminus
] at Tramway Road
The nominated resource is the continuous double row of
Washingtonia palms within the public right-of-way of Palm
Canyon Drive, from Tramway Road on the north, south
through downtown Palm Springs, and east to 33.8014° N,
116.5349° W (WGS 84), east of the Ocotillo Lodge — one

Racquet Club Road %

D
.
- .
.
.
continuous run of approximately 4.7 miles. The South Palm %
Canyon Drive branch toward the Indian Canyons and the Vista Chino

vacant ground east of the last palms are outside the boundary.

)
% 78
5 -
Tamarisk Road ;)
.
Alejo Road ]
..
E 1949 core planting
Boundary: the public right-of-way . g s Ramon R ejo Roac
r? ) P gl ot Ay Tahquitz Canyon Way - b Ramon Road to Alejo Road
(right-of-way line to right-of-way line — Atidteas Road .. t ated miléNeel monument, 1949
roadway, curbs, planting strips, walks) o ~ L 4
1949 core planting,

Ramon Road to Alejo Road —
the dedicated mile

| IS S

Ramon Road
¢ Double row of Washingtonia palms
(diagrammatic; not a tree inventory)

Sunny Dunes Road
Excluded from the boundary

William Krisel Way

B
.
o e
o e
o ‘e
o, %e.,
T 0 0.5
N

.
Yielte 200,
1 1.5 2

.
kR
Miles, approximate

East terminus

33.8014° N, 116.5349° W (WGS 84)
east of the Ocotillo Lodge

Map 1. Boundary of the Palm Canyon Drive Palm Allée. The nominated resource is the public right -of-
way of Palm Canyon Drive from Tramway Road on the north, south through downtown, and east to

33.8014° N, 116.5349° W (WGS 84), east of the Ocaotillo Lodged approxi mately 4.7 miles. The 1949 core
planting between Ramon Road and Alejo Road is shown in color. The South Palm Canyon Drive branch

toward the Indian Canyons and the vacant ground east of the last palms are outside the boundary.
Diagrammatic locator map; dist ances are approximate and the drawing is not a survey.

The eastern terminus is set by the trees. The allée ends at the last point where palms stand on
both sides of the drive, on the frontage east of the Ocotillo Lodge; beyond it is open ground

carrying no planting. That line can be walked and checked. No street name would serve, because
there is no through street at the point where the double row stops, which is why the terminus is

given as a coordinate as well. William Krisel Way is the nearest named locator, and an apt one:
the Ocaotillo Lodge is Palmerand Kr i sel 6 s,

of 1957, within the perio

Two reaches are outside the boundary. The vacant ground east of the last palms is excluded, and
it is worth saying why the allée stops there: it stops where the town of the 1950s stopped. The
eastern extension reached the Ocotillo Lodge and the frontage bside it and went no further, short

of the terminus at Araby Point that the Council priced in 1958 and never built (Section 3.7). The

boundary follows a historical cause rather than an arbitrary line. And the branch of South Palm
11|
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Canyon Drive that continues south toward the Indian Canyons is excluded: palms stand along it,
but they are scattered and do not form a double row on a module. The 1956 57 campaign
documented at Section 3.7 planted the reach from Ramon toward Indian Trail, which lies on the

highway alignment and within this boundary, not on that branch.

The boundary is drawn to what survives, not to what was intended. The documented intent was
the whole length of the drive, from the northern to the southern city limits, and the record of that
ambition is part of the significance (Section 3.7). But intent is not extent, and a boundary should
enclose the resource that retains integrity rather than the one that was hoped for.

The extent has been stable for half a century. The 1978 aerial at Appendix C shows the continuous

allée running along East Palm Canyon to the Ocotillo Lodge, with single frontage rows beyond it
and no double row east of that point. Field observation in 202 6 finds the same terminus. Forty-
eight years separate the two records and they agree on where the composition end® which is a

finding about integrity as much as about boundary.

Two things within the line are noted rather than claimed. Designation is sought over the city -
owned right-of-way only; the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians is the appropriate authority
as to any land held in trust, and nothing here is intended to reach it (Section 5.2). And the
surviving 1950 lighting equipment mounted on private building faces under the licenses and
recorded easements described at Section 3.5 lies outside the rightof-way; it is an associated

feature of the lighting scheme rather than a component within the boundary.

2. Description

Palm Canyon Drive is Palm Springsd principa
ranks of fan palms set at regular intervals along both sidesd a double row, an allée. The planting
is deliberately of two species: the native California fan palm (Washingtonia filifera ), stout-
trunked and holding its dried -frond skirt, and the taller, slimmer Mexican fan palm

(Washingtonia robusta ).> During the first 1949 campaign, they were set about thirty -five feet on
center, at heights running from roughly twelve to thirty -five feet and averaging near twenty, and
they were planted in near-equal numbers 8 a hundred and fifty -four filifera and a hundred and
fifty -five robusta, three hundred and nine trees, under the April 1949 specification and under the

executed contract alike 8
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Several things make the drive a composition rather than a row of trees. The rhythm of the double
row 8 palms set at regular intervals along both curbs, roughly thirty -five feet on centerd turns
the street into a procession and gives the town a gateway, tle approach a visitor meets entering
from the north. The species pairing sets two forms against each other down the length of the drive:
the stout, skirted trunk of the native Washingtonia filifera against the tall, clean shaft of the
Washingtonia robusta , the fat and the slim alternating in the ranks. The heights were staggered
by design, not accidentd the original planting ran from a twelve -foot minimum to a thirty -five-
foot maximum, averaging near twenty 8 so the crowns broke any flat line and read asa living
colonnade. An integrated lighting scheme 8 its conduit trenched in with the water line as the trees
went in, the distribution system advertised that December and the fixtures separately after’
throws light up into the fronds after dark, so the palms do not vanish when the sun drops behind
Mount San Jacinto. And a commemorative monument d a plaque set in a stone base at the foot
of three palms at Andreas and Palm Canyon, dedicating the mile of palms to the pioneer
nurseryman Clarence C. Neeld anchored the composition at its ceremonial center. The palms
and the lighting survive and remain in civic use; the Neel plaque was removed by vandals before

1963, and its stone base has gone since; bothra documented former features, not survivors.

The whole was purposebuilt and publicly owned, and it was not laid on bare ground. A count
taken for the Council in June 1949 found sixty-two large palms, most of them filifera , already
standing between Ramon and Alejo, with forty-two palo verdes among them. What the drive
|l acked was a continuous planting: a 1938 view wa
parked jalopies on t he8Therl949 workaegwadzedsah incerepteteine t own .
and brought the older trees onto the same water and light systemd three hundred and twenty -

three light connections against three hundred and nine new trees.®

3. Historic context

3.1 The native ground: the Cahuilla and the fan palm

Before any of this was a civic form, the tree was native here Washingtonia filifera , the desert fan
palm, is the only palm native to California, and its two largest naturally occurring oases stand in
Palm Canyon and Andreas Canyon, in the Indian Canyons at the south end of Palm Springs; Palm
Canyon is the largest undisturbed palm oasis m Earth.1° The Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla
Indians lived at these groves for thousands of years, and the palm supplied much of a lifed fruit
eaten fresh or ground into meal, fronds worked into shelter and utensils, seeds sealed in gourds

forrattles & while the tree itself, rooted only where it found water, marked the springs. 11 The oases
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were not only found but made: the Cahuilla burned the groves to force a heavier crop and carried

the seed to new springs, so that the vall yds pal
The Agua Caliente tell the pal mdés bed@anmgingfrg as t he
man, Ma-ul, who becomes the first palm at a spring; or Moul of the Sungrey, who makes the

change at Indian Wells and whose traded seeds populate the valley3When the town set fan palms

down its main street, then, it was not importing an ornament to the desert. It was lining a road

already named Palm Canyon, after the Cahuillabs p

3.2 The two fan palms

Two palms stand in the 1949 allée, and they reached Palm Canyon Drive by different roads. The

native one was seen first. Maj or W, H. Emoryds re
Diego, reached Carrizo Creek in November 1846 and found what the Florda veterans among them

recognized as cabbage trees, markingaspring*Seven years | ater W. P. Bl ak
came through the San Gorgonio Pass to a nook under San Jacinto Mountain, later called Agua

Caliente and later still Palm Springs, where Blake noted a young palm spreading its fantlike leaves

among the willows and mesquite > Neither man named it. That waited until 1879, when the

German palmographer Hermann Wendland, working from seedlings raised in a Ghent nursery,

named the genusWashingtonia @ in his words, in honor of the great American. 16

Four years later Wendland named a second speciesiobusta, from young plants grown at another

Ghent house, and gave its origin as the borders of the Sacramento Rived a place, as the botanist

S. B. Parish observed in 1907, where no palm grows. Parish thought he knew where the seed had

come from: collectors had begun buying palm seed at Palm Springs in exactly those years, and he

was convinced that Palm Springs was #Yhhetownrisue sour
entangled in the naming of both palms.

What foll owed was thirty years of confusion, and |
orders for either species from the same drawer, the only difference being the price; by 1907 he

could write that neither of the palms known in California a s filifera and robusta bore its true

name, and he added a third, W. gracilis, for the slim fast palm the nurseries were selling as

robusta.l® The caution outlived the name. Ralph Cornell, writing as a professional landscape

architect in 1938, still identified the tall slender -trunked palm most commonly seen in cultivation

as Washingtonia filifera robusta 6 Par i shés ¢ o mbonayears an’lIn 1942haiLost y

Angeles Timesgarden writer was telling readers that the popular tall palm was W. gracilis, fical | ed

robusta by # Peariadaocymemsinaniding a Washingtonia by species are therefore
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evidence of what the writer believed, not of what stood in the ground 8 a caution that cuts against
any argument resting on a species | abel alone, th

Thefiifera6s signature is its skirt: dead fronds fold
forming the dense fApetticoat o tdaskirtthatcdingsindanbe spec!
horticultur al account , Aunl es se meldtis@sodt, rddagively i r e or
short palm that holds that skirt; the robusta beside itis a tall, slim, faster-growing Mexican species

that tends to a cleaner, seltscarring trunk. 22 The distinction matters twice over: it is the visual

play the 1949 design exploited, and it means the skirt on afilifera i s t he treeds natur a
groundskeeperos affectation (Figures 1 and 2). P
repeatedly treated the native filifera , skirt and all, as the preferred civic palm & the 2007 General

Plan, the 2009 council resolution, and the 2014 Section 14 Specific Plan all point the same way,

toward filifera and away from robusta .23
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Figures 1 and 2. The two trees, away from Palm Canyon Drive. Left: Washingtonia filifera at the

Oasis of Mara, Joshua Tree National Park & the dead fronds folded down against the trunk in a dense
thatch, reaching almost to the base on a tree nobody has trimmed, with the f allen petioles lying at its
foot. The fresh tan collar under the crown and the weathered grey below it are the same skirt at

different ages. Photograph by Bernard Gagnon, 19 March 2013; Wikimedia Commons, CC BY -SA 3.0
(creativecommons.org/licenses/by -sa/3.0). Right: Washingtonia robusta lining both sides of Catalina
Avenue, Los Angeles, looking north from 1st Street d the same genus on a tall, clean, selfscarring shaft,
which is what the Mexican palm does at maturity. Photograph by Downtowngal, 4 Februa ry 2021;
Wikimedia Commons, CC BY-SA 4.0 (creativecommons.org/licenses/by -sa/4.0). Neither tree is part of

the resource.

Robusta took the other road, through the nursery trade and the street department. By the mid -
1920s it was so thoroughly the default that the Los Angeles horticulturist Ernest Braunton could
call it, in passing and without explanation, the street fan palm. 24 In 1927 Frances Duncan
recommended it to Arbor Day planters because it takes little more side-room than a telegraph
pole, and made the regional argument plainly: plant what thrives peculiarly well here and is

distinctively southern in character, rather th an what one may see east as well as west, because the

region has so distinctive a character that it is worth not blotting out. 2> The federal government
agreed on the facts. The Department of Agriculture called Washingtonias a very conspicuous
feature of street and ornamental planting in southern California and observed that palms are
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sometimes effective as a formal street decoration but can hardly be considered shade trees A
palm allée is a form. Whatever else it was for it was never for shade.

Then came the program that put the palm on the So
Angeles had the 1932 Olympic Games coming. In March 1931 the city opened a beautification

campaign sized to the occasiond four hundred men employed six months, thirty to forty

thousand trees along a hundred and fifty miles of thoroughfare, a hundred thousand dollars out

of an unemployment bond issue 8 and stated the order of work plainly: the main traffic arteries

that serve as entrances to the city would be plared first. First on the list of species named

appropriate for closely built sections was the Washingtonia robusta fan palm.2” That October, the

city finished palming Flower Street, opening the shortest route from downtown to the Coliseum

for the Games the following year; the property ow
the trees would be a marked attraction to tourists.28 Entrance roads, one fastgrowing palm, a

fixed date, public money, and arriving visitors & eighteen years before Palm Springs did the same

thing on its own entrance road, and coordinated i

By 1933 the practical knowledge had hardened into specification, and it ran against the native
tree. L. Glenn Hall, who had run the Los Angeles forestry division through the planting campaign,
wrote that filifera was less desirable for street parkway use than its Mexican cousin, which was
particularly suited to wide boulevards at forty to fifty feet apart. 2° Braunton went further in 1939:
do not plant the California fan palm, he wrote, they are natives to the desert and do not belong in
our general climate.3° Every one of those objections is a coastal objection. The Department of
Agriculture put it plainly o robusta requires less heat, and even in California is distinctly
preferable for localities near the coast, while near San Diego the leaves ofilifera become badly
infested with a fungus that does not attack robusta .3 None of it has purchase in Palm Springs,
which is the desert, and where the tree grows wild three miles from the street in question. Ruth
Hardy had them planted at thirty -f i ve f eet rather than Hall 6s forty
equal number rather than the better street tree. Both departures are decisions, and both are

legible against this record.

Nor was the town working from Los Angeles gardening columns alone. California Arts &
Architecture was covering desert gardens through the late thirties, and what it printed argued for
the native palm. In February 1937 the landscape architect J. A. Gooch wrote that among the trees

we must not forget those which give Palm Springs its name: the native pdm is the California fan

17| Palm Canyon Drive Palm Tree Allee



palm, Washingtonia filifera , distinguished from the Sonora fan palm, which grows taller and

more slender321 n November 1938 the | andscape architect
Integrity, o which is the argument the all ®e woul d
annex the desert, curb it, embellish it and adorn it into a Junior Beverly Hills & but the desert will

never willingly accept the alteration; and if one wants to go authentically native, nothing could be

more so than a fan palm silhouetted against the last of the sun33

The palm was never only a tree, and the period sources are unembarrassed about it. Braunton,

writing in 1936, put it plainly: the palms arrest the attention of the first -time visitor and are

frequently a major factor in wooing him to return. 34In November 1947, two years before the allée,

Ruth Dudley opened a column with the premise the whole enterprise rests ond California without

palms is unthinkable; it is the palms that first attract the attention of northern visitors, and that

add an aura of enchantment.35 The resort towns understood the mechanism exactly. In August

1949, the month Hardyobs pal mBEmesdescibeddadolla,gbarrent o t he
sagebrush slope as recently as 1887, where thousands of palms and cedars had been set out to

help promote the sale of the resort development. Most of the cedars died. The palms lived, and an

impressive row of Washingtonias now stood like sentinels directing the way to the cove park.3¢

So when Neel 6s Nur s é alundled and fifte-fowe filifera fared a hundreel and

fifty -five robusta 0 the town was choosing between two trees that had come to mean different
things. The Mexican palm was ©htee Omopictpalrh,gahed 6 s ci
boulevard palm, the arrival palm, the one a city forester specified for wide streets and the one

neither the trade nor the profession could name consistently. The native palm was the one

growing in the largest natural grove of palms in the United States three miles up the road, the one

that gave the town its name, the one two landscape architects ha argued for in print in the

preceding decade, and the one that keeps its skir8” Palm Springs took both, in alternation, down

a single street. Neither half of that is accidental.

3.3 The street -tree allée as a designed form

The double row of trees lining a street has a name older than any American cityd the alléed and

when Palm Springs set two ranks of fan palms down Palm Canyon Drive in 1949, it was working

in a form with a long and specific pedigree. It was not inventing one.3® The form began in the

garden, in the long green corridors of Renaissance and Baroque estates, and stepped outside when
seventeenth-century French designers carried it past the wall into the town; the English did the

same with their tree-lined public walks, fessentially garden3mhthe ®es ou-

street it carried a meaning beyond shade: to lay out a long, straight row of trees down a major
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urban space was to make a civic claim visible, an
all ®es of trees in the ur ban? Tha nireteenth geeturyadalsBneda s how
the all ®e from an ornament at Otthegromenadesthathaaldge i n:
ringed the walls became i nt er boadvardsits meelentmeaningiaus s mat
Ol mstedds American parkways were meant ito bring
| a nds é @hatahisavas the recognized pedigree of the civic treelined street, and not a local

notion, is plain in the planning literature of the day: writing in a 1915 city plan for Oakland and

Berkeley, Werner Hegemann named the same lineaged the Champs-Elysées Berlinds Unt e
Linden, the Mall in Washington, and the boulevards cut from old fortificatons d as t he fAtr easu
of past ageso t hat-makiagdnherited. 4AAnd it becaraera civciptojgct carried

by citizens: by the 1870s American civicimprovement associations were pressing towns to plant

their streets, and tree-pl anting HAbecame for some a <civic obs

ceremonial avenuesd Fifth, Euclid, St. Charles43

That i mpul se hardened, at the centurybs turn, i nt
was, for American cities, new: that a citybés appe
luxury. Its most -read theorist, Charles Mulford Robinson, held that civic art served the town and
not the artist, insisted that #Acities are not mad
movement iits motto, from Nedwil Vorradlke Musilcowywel o A tc
make our c*litwas nb flinge dnthusiasm: by 1904 Robinson could count upwards of
twelve hundred local improvement societies in the United States, with Boards of Trade and
Chambers of Commer ce wor ki n*gThdirstwmentdt reachesl fofjdvert vy Be a L
and over, was the treelined avenued t he ol d fAnarr ow, treel esso stree:

boulevards wit#®# trees and turf. o

The impulse reached California and found a climate that would grow almost anything. Pasadena

became the Sout hl an-ttek patternxset mpleaane Carras earty asette t11870s,

a program pressed by the ar chi fulespgiritofthAeaCityBeautfuHe i ne mar
movement, 0 a municipal nursery in 1909, and a pol
that an ordinary block became a corridor 8 sometimes an arching tunnel 8 of a single kind of

tree.*” Among those species, the palm did particular work: filifera alternating with magnolias on

Orange Grove Boulevard, filifera row along Raymond Avenue at Memorial Park.*® The palm had

by then become t he Sow@tfhalna npdad smsc iovni cRisviegrnsa tduerbes V

1877, Euclid Avenue laid out from Ontario to Cucamonga in 1882, palms lining the streets into
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nearly every new devel opmef The formewrucgrhied thdhnnrames &2 0s an
the movementds | eading designers: in their 1914 |
Cabrillo Avenue a central median of native California palms.5 The two 1915 expositions fixed the
imaged Bal boa Par kds EI Prado ran on an all ®e of bl
Avenue of Palms set some 350 palms in alternating double rowsd and the lush, water-fed
|l andscape they ma d enflugnee pouer a rcentidiryc af planting tn sSouthern
Cali feeEnchi 0 Avenue in particular would be the ex

when the campaign began (see Section 3.4).

Where Pasadenads program was municipal, Beverly H
came with a plan. The Rodeo Land and Water Company recorded its subdivision in October 1906
and engaged Wilbur David Cook, Jr. to lay it out. Cook had worked in the Olmsted office 8 the
Columbian Exposition, parks in Boston and Chicago, the White House grounds in 190206 and left

it in 1905 for the Oakland park system before coming to Los Angeles. He was the first
professionally trained landscape architect to practice in Southern California, at a moment when
the profession itself was barely a decade old2 Planting the public right -of-way was integral to
what he drew, and the company engaged the nurseryman John Reeves to carry it out. Reeves
specified that a different kind of tree be planted the full length of every street, and built a ten -acre
nursery to grow the stock; the trees went into the ground ahead of the lot sales, to give the place
an identity before there was anything to identify. By the end of 1906 the new drives 8 Rodeo,
Canon, Crescent, Beverlyd were bordered with palms, acacias and peppers:? Six years on, the
trees were doing promotional work: an advertisement for the subdivision offered readers parklike
driveways lined with pepper and palm trees, laid out, against the monotonous checkerboard

el sewhere, to an art i shestlandscdpaenginegrs*one of Ameri cad

The division of labor is the part worth noticing. A trained designer set the framework; a

nurseryman chose the species and grew them. Palm Springs filled the same two roles fortythree

years | ater, when Williamsds comnhie tser viicxeesd, tahned
Nursery supplied and planted the trees (Section 3.6).

And on Beverly Drive, the trees were two rather than one. Washingtonia robusta and Phoenix
canariensis run alternately down both sides & robusta, canariensis, robusta, canariensis 8 so
that a fan palm and a date palm trade places the whole length of the drive (Figure 3). Two species,

one rhythm, on a principal approach, four decades before Palm Canyon Drive5®
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Figure 3. Palms on Beverly Drive, Beverly Hills, in a real photo postcard. Washingtonia robusta and
Phoenix canariensis alternate down both sides of the drive. The street-tree scheme was laid out for the
Rodeo Land and Water Company from 1906, a different tree to each street; Beverly Drive received two.

Los Angeles Photo Post Card Co.

And Palm Springs had the form at its own gate. When Nellie Coffman rebuilt the Desert Inn in

the mid-1920s with the designer William Charles Tanner, the wide curved entrance drive was

Al ined with anWashihdtosi® filiferd paatmsvwe Coff mands Desert
became the model the town measured itself byd and the one Ruth Hardy, running her own inn a

few blocks off, knew by heart>6 A postcard mailed from the town in June 1943 shows the drive as

visitors met it: two files of filifera curving in under the mountain, the trunks carrying their thatch

well down (Figure 4).57
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The deserT Twn Palm Serings Calth

o4

Figure 4. The entrance drive of the Desert Inn, on a real photo postcard mailed from Palm Springs on
June 17, 1943. The filifera carry their thatch well down the trunk, and the shaggiest of them are skirted
almost to the base. This was the landscape the town measured itself by in the years before the Palm

Canyon Drive planting. Photographer unidentified.

3.4 The idea in the papers (1948)

The form did not arrive in Palm Springs as a municipal decision. It arrived first in the newspaper,
as an argument. In September 194838 nine months before the Council acted 8 the Desert Sun
columnist R. F. fAPhat o GhiséedofthensSgrer i haweabbet cas mo

pl ant palm trees along the curb at stated interva
and it is Palm Canyon drive é Ever see Euclid ave
real oasis. o

The reference is exact, and it matters. Euclid Avenue in Ontariod laid out in 1882 as a double-

rowed, palm- and pepper-lined boulevard d was t he S o uikrdownacividparkway and t

Graettinger named it as the model Palm Springs should follow (Figure 5). The regional precedent

the nomination sets out above was therefore not inferred after the fact; it was the precedent the

townds own booster press pointed to, by name, b e
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keep at it: he is credited in later civic tributes with pushing the palm -planting campaign through
his column, and he returns to the story as an early advocate rather than a bystander.

EUCLID
RVENUE

The famous
tree-shaded

thoroughfare

that extends

. to the foothills

ONTARIO
CALIFORNIA

&

F4174

Figure 5. Euclid Avenue, Ontario, California & theboulevardR.F. fAPhat 0 Graettinger name
Springs press as the model Palm Springs should follow. Fan palms stand in the central parkway and

along the flanking roadways, several carrying dried -frond thatc h on the upper trunk. The printed caption

calls it At-dreradadoubBotoeghfare that extends to the foot
Inc., Pomona, California, negative F4174; undated. Euclid is a divided boulevard with a planted median,

where Palm Canyon Drive carries two curbside rows; what the two share is the continuous double file

down a long straight civic corridor.

The idea gathered civic weight over-Ponoe-Pwionteenr .0 A
survey in December 1948 tallied residentsd wishes
returned cards asked for was 0 &catipnsach asimany mgeg ogr am
Palm trees along Palm Canyon Drive. 0 By the ti me
reported in early 1949 to have started the movement to plant palm trees along Palm Canyon Drive,

he was carrying forward an idea already in public circulation. Shearer began the municipal

project; the wish itself was a year older, and it was Graettinger who first put Euclid Avenue beside

Palm Canyon Drive in print.
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3.5 The 1949 civic beautification: authorization, design, planting, lighting,

dedication

The move to line the drive with palms surfaced early in 1949, when Ben Shearer of the Park
Commi ssion was reported to have Arecently starte
Cany on dapartof @e coordinated beautification effort that alsoproduced t he year 0s

ordinance, meant to keep the Village fion & resort

It moved from talk to a council action on February 2, 1949, under the minute -book heading
ifiBeautification of Palm Canyon Drive with Palm Tr
Shearer had been investigating the need and cost of trees on the drive,and the Park and
Recreation Board had met specially two days befor
motion the Council adopted Resolution No. 2503, approving the planting of palms along Palm

Canyon Drive from Tamarisk Road to Ramon Road and authorizing advertising for bids

immediately. 5 The resolution states the design at its origin: palms along both sides of the drive,

in the parkways adjacent to the curbings, some 250 of them for about
approximately 35 feet apart, o under plans and spe
And in the same breath it states the whole-length intention 6 t hat feach of the f ol
additionalareast o t he north and south of the original str
phased extension described at Section 3.7 is not a later idea. It is in the founding resolution. In

the same session it authorized twenty more sidewalk benches for the ilage, at the request of the

Busi ness Wodntetiees amd lthe $treet furniture moving together as one program.°

What made it a designed landscape rather than a wish was a document: in April 1949 the Council

approved written A Speci fi cations for Furnishing and Pl ant
Canyon Daplaneet showing tree locations, filed with the Planning Department, and it

was put out to competitive bid.*The money came from the voters. The
improvement bond, adopted by Council in March and ratified at a special election on April 26,

19499 the trees-and-lights proposition carrying 1,015 to 267 of 1,282 casf2 d carried a line for

street-t ree planting, | ighting, and | andscaping al ong

southern city |Iimits, o coordinated witéh the state

The first bid attempt drew nothing. Bids closed at ten in the morning on April 30, 1949, and none
was received; a second call also failed. On June 8 the Council found the work could be done more
economically by day labor, authorized the City Manager to buy the trees in the open market and

hire the labor himself, and set him a ceiling of twenty thousand dollars & against an anticipated
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total of twenty -five thousand that expressly included the irrigation water and the tree lighting.

Earl J. Neel of Neel s Nursery was engaged to sup:
expended, with each tree to be located by the City Managemland the Tree Committee of the Park

and Recreation Board. The allée was therefore not built under a construction contract at all, which

i s why the paper trail is so granular: every | oad
demands.#* The plan itself was specific. The bid invitation called for approximately a hundred and

fifty -four Washingtonia filifera and approximately a hundred and fifty -five Washingtonia

robusta 0 three hundred and nine trees, one more robusta than filifera , the two species

alternating by design 8 along Palm Canyon Drive between Tamarisk Road and Ramon Road. That

is the April specification, and it is the last statement of that extent in the record: every statement

of the planted run after June 1949 names theshorter reach from Ramon Road north to Alejo Road,

and it was that reach t he c ¢ Atyjoidtendeting atthe @hiGhind cal |

in late May, called by Hardy 8 who chaired the Council s Boards a
Committee, which held Parks, and served as secretary of the Park and Recreation Board that Ben

Shearer chairedd and presided over by tree-committee chairman Stewart Williams, the crew set

the working details: the trees spaced to allow eventual three-foot curb setbacks on each side, and

dat Har dy 6 9 aipermanenttoretinchevater line with an outlet at every tree rather than

water carted by pvMagmtn.omMmlEw esmnd fciwtey bl ock with tr
the costs were fixed: Ear |l Neel of Neel ds Nursery
eight twenty-foot trees, about twelve thousand dollars for trees and four thousand for labor.

The design was settled at a joint meeting of the Planning Commission and the Park and Recreation

Board on June 3, 1949, and the Council adopted it five days later as Resolution No. 2587: six

numbered conditions, the plan of record for everything planted af ter that date. Between Alejo

Road and Arenas Road the new trees were to be set so as to maintain the approximate line of the

palms already standing. North of Alejo and south of Arenas they were to be set back three feet,

against a widening of the pavementthen anticipated. Where physical conditions made a deviation

necessaryd and t he Counci l inserted the words férar pref
large building could govern & the Tree Committee was authorized to determine the proper

location. Water was to be supplied to each tree by pipeline. Conduit for lighting was to be installed

at the time of trenching for that pipeline. And the sixthcondi ti on named t he ¢ ommi
Planting Committee 8 Stewart Williams, chairman, to work with the City Manager in expediting

planting of trées i mmediately. o
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Three things follow. The setback was selective rather than uniform, which is why the alignment
through the commercial core still reads differently from the reaches beyond it. The irregularities
in the spacing have a docume rdisceeton,exerciseetreebytredeh e Tr e e
And the lighting was not an addition to a row of trees: it was a founding requirement of the design,

adopted by resolution before the first palm went in.

The first palm & a Washingtonia robusta |, t hel ATN@ewerd in one Monday morning in

late June at the southeast corner of Ramon Road and Palm Canyon Drive, before the park board,

the planning commission, and a crowd of civic leaders; the planting ran north from Ramon toward

Baristo, with an individual water outlet and a light conduit brought to each tree. 6’ The Desert Sun,

printing the photograph of the group beside it, said the occasion had brought out a great many

city |l eaders to see the first tree installed, and

appearance of Palm Spr®8ngsd main thoroughfare. o

The Palm Springs Villager set out the specification for its readers that summer, and its account

is the fullest single statement of what was intended: through July and August, 308 Washingtonia

palms, half robusta and half filifera , to be planted along Palm Canyon Drive between Tamarisk

Street at the El Paseo Theatre corner and Ramon Road south of the Village Market; spaced thirty

five to forty feet apart; varying in height from twelve to twenty -five feet; water lines installed to

water all the trees simultaneously and semi-automatically; and conduit laid for a street lighting
system to be installed | ater, the lights to be fi
sidewal ks and streets. 0 T hedronstheanorth citwlmiisltadRamoms ur f ac e

Road at the same time®®

The magazine ran the plan with a drawing by its cover artist, O. E. L. Gravesd his impression of
how the drive would look, with the usual street traffic left out. It is the design intent of the allée in

a single image, drawn before the trees were in the gound: a double row of skirted palms in even
rank down both sides of the street, crowns closing overhead, the mountain at the end of the

corridor (Figure 6).
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The Villager's distinguished cover artist draws his impression of the appearance of Palm Canyon Drive some time this month. The usual street traffic is not shown.

Figure6. A" Mor e Than A Mile of Trees T000.BeE.utL.f yGrPaavlens 6Ca niynopr

the finished allée, drawn for the Palm Springs Villager in July 1949, before the planting began. The palms
are drawn skirted. Palm Springs Villager, Julyi August 1949, 20i 21.

The lighting was not an afterthought but a designed element. City Engineer George Minturn had
it built around the fronds, to keep the palms from vanishing after the sun drops behind Mount
San Jacinto.”® The scheme is inseparable from the skirted silhouette it was designed to light. The
planting ran through the summer. By the end of September, City Engineer Minturn could report
three hundred and fourteen trees in the ground with ten to go, all set by September 30 8 each
with its own switch box and hose connection, three hundred and seven of each by thend at an

average cost to date of $68.79 a tree.

The lighting was the part that would not be rushed, and the record of getting it right is the clearest
evidence that the allée was meant to be a designed nocturnal spectacle and not merely a row of
shade trees. The conduit was in the ground with the treesin 1949, but the fixtures took another
year of trial. Through the winter and spring of 1950 the Park Board tested some six styles of fixture
on the four hundred -odd palms, at an estimated fifteen to eighteen thousand dollars, and City

Manager Russell Rinkt ol d t he town plainly that faest hetdi

Minturn staged a preview at hisownhomed a fj-t gpeod fi xture that
fronds and down onto the walk & so the board could see the effect before committing. The fixture
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finally chosen in August 195 6made3gob to fittheheilyht, githur ndés w
and distance of the fronds fmedmomwnhe¢obidghitswascés

in the manner of il 1l umi nat i odvolams, beloav mstimate handwasa r t wel
set so that Anone of the | ights wildl be -and- a str e
down fixtures at the corners and crosswal ks. The

own record. On September 13 1950 the Council bought five hundred and twenty fixtures from

two manufacturers for $3,496.80: a hundred and ten double -ended and fifty single-ended fixtures

of special design from Moore-Montroy Electric of Los Angeles, and three hundred and sixty

standard commercial fixtures from Shalda Manufacturing of Burbank. The bid tabulation quotes

the lens by name & Herculite, Pyrex, heat-resistant, tempered, one type at a premium for

ventilation. These were lensed, gasketed, heatmanaged enclosures, specified for a desert and

aimed up into dry fronds. Whoever wrote that specification was thinking about temperature. "1 The

whole scheme was built around the frondsd desi gned to keep the pal ms,
ghostly shadow on moonless nights, 06 from disappea

skirts without destroying the very thing the lights were made to c reate.

The system was not freestanding. Its service, its metering and its switching lived on the fronts of

privately owned commercial buildings along the drive, and the city had to ask. Between January

and May 1950 fifteen frontage owners signed licensespermiti ng t he city to instal
support electric wires, meter sockets, switches, automatic switch controls and conduit encasing

wiredo on their buildings, under a drawing attache
Agreement , onremavgbdaysed notice in writing. Among
Earl Coffman; Pearl McManus, twice over, behind two different lessees; Earle C. Strebe; Irwin S.

Schuman; Palm Springs Corporation, Ltd.; and Stephen H. and Beatrice Willard, whose

photographs are half the visual record of this landscape. Not one refusal is recorded. For a

nomination arguing that the allée was a civic work the whole town took part in, that is not an

inference. It is fifteen signatures.

The rest is a contractordés year. The distribution
Brudvik dba Coast Electric and Refrigeration Company at $19,012.14, payable from the same bond

fund that had bought the trees. Twelve days later the Councilst r uck t he contractds
damages and bonus c¢cl auses as Aunnecessary in this
anyone to hurry d the likeliest reason being that no fixture had yet been chosen. In February a

change order moved the servicebox onto city-owned land and eliminated an aerial drop, honoring
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on this one street the undergrounding policy the Council had adopted in April 1949. In May the

half-inch conduit and the tree circuits running up the trunks from pull boxes at the base were

deducted from the contract, and the photo-electric switch control was raised high on poles at the

power companyods i B sich fixesnhe alée orf antomascadsletd-gawn control

from its first night. I n July, three weeks after |
tree lighting systemcondui t 6 expressly Ain view of the unsettl e
advertised in August and bought in September. Fifteen months separate the first palm from the

last lamp, and a war is what finished it.72

The photographic record shows the scheme working as designed, and shows it early. A night view

of the drive in front of the Oasis Commercial Building 8 E. St ewart Wil liamsds ow
the offices of Williams, Williams and Williams & catches the fixtures throwing light up into the

crowns, each palm lit individually from its own standard, the fronds carrying the light and the

trunks dark below (Figure 7). Williamsés committe
behind them: the building was finished in 1952, and the view is dated 1953. The palms have been

in the ground four summers and carry no thatch. That is what a young transplanted fan palm

looks like. It arrives with its crown cut back for the move, spends several seasons rebuilding a ful

head, and can begin to hold dead fronds only once the crown has risen clear of the walk and the

clearance trimming stops. The lighting was aimed at the crown before there was a skirt to light.

The skirt grew into a scheme already built around the fronds.”
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Figure 7. The lighted palms on Palm Canyon Drive in front of the Oasis Commercial Building, designed
by E. Stewart Williams and housing the offices of Williams, Williams and Williams; the building was
completed in 1952. The fixtures throw light up into the crowns. The view is dated 195308 the palms four
summers in the ground, the trunks still clear. Courtesy Palm Springs Historical Society.

On Saturday, October 1, 1949, the completed mile was dedicated i n t he citybés own w
mile of palm trees planted along Palm Canyon Drive between Ramon Road on the south and Alejo

Road on the northo, and ti med treeasbmsetheteesbecammei al o p
the townds public face for the year ahead. The rit
paper called an old Spanish custom. Nearly every downtown merchant dressed a window for the

occasion; a platform went up at the southeast corner of Andreas and Palm Canyon, before a

grouping of three palms lit for the ribbon -cutting, typical of the planting down the drive. The

advance notices set out the program: the clergy and the city officials gathering at the stand at five

ob6bcl ock, Mayor Charles Farrell pulling a ribbon s
the palms, the lights flashing on in the fronds, and the lights burning all night. The papers also set

out who was to stand whered Ben Shearer, head of thepa k boar d, fcredi ted wit
treeepl anting idea to fulfillment, 6 and Council woman

on the plant4¥ng program. 0
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At about quarter to five that afternoon the high school band played under Gustave Patzner; Wall

Spal ding, Aoriginator and coordinator of the pl an,
O6Connor, of Our Lady of So lanish oaudtem ancbthedRevsdardes t he t r
H. Blackstone gave the benediction; and Hardy, tree-committee chairman Stewart Williams, and

Mur i el Fulton Aresponded with appropriate words o
heart was the dedication of the mile to the memory of Clarence C. Neel, the pioneer nurseryman
ofnpioneer Villager and Limeightehadit dlwhmhddsdedtipaespringgA as t he
plague attesting the year of planting was presented to his widow, Mrs.Verne Neel, for
emplacement in a stone monument at that corner, at the base of the threeWashingtonia robusta

planted there: the same grouping of three that was lit at the ribbon -cutting. Three is the count the

advance notices give, one of them naming the species as well; the report published after the event

says only that the plaque was for the base of thetrees The trees were his son

than seven hundred were said to have been served at the barbecue that opened the day.

Figure 8. The Blessing of the Treesd the dedication of the mile of palms, Palm Canyon Drive, October 1,
1949. Several hundred people stand around the platform and the newly planted palm. Courtesy Palm
Springs Historical Society.
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The design did not stop at the trunks. Three days before the dedication the Council had already
adopted the Park and Recreation Boarddés recommend
at the base of the trees be camouflaged with brown paint, and thatfunds be allocated for a flower

planting project at the base of the trees and for its maintenance.’¢ Days after the dedication, Hardy

was named to investigate flower plantings for the tree bases, in the stated ambition to make Palm

Canyon Drive fAthe most beauti ful t horoughfare 1in
own small campaign. Inthe spring of 1950 the Council took up fAposi
motion; the Park Board weighed petunias, African daisies, and lantana for the unpaved ground

around each tree, and settled on bougainvillea set at the treed two vines to a palm, one trained

to cover the electrical switch box that served its light. The beautification was conceived whole:

trunk, frond, light, and flowering base, each considered as part of the single composition down

the drive.

3.6 The makers of the allée

A row of trees planted by a public crew is maintenance. A row of trees with named authors, a
chosen species mix, an engineered spacing, a purposéuilt lighting scheme, and a dedication is a
designed landscaped and the significance of the allée rests on he second reading, not the first.
No single hand drew it; like most civic landscapes of its moment it came from a small group

working in concert, and the record supports naming six contributions.
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Figure 9. The park board and city officials at the setting of the first palm, Ramon Road and Palm Canyon

Drive, June 1949. The Desert Sun, publishing its own photograph of the group that day, named them as
Roland Vaile, John Connell, Herbert Burns, Councilwoman Ruth Hardy (chairman), and Hilton McCabe
of the park board, City Manager William Alworth, and tree -committee chairman Stewart Willi ams.

Courtesy Palm Springs Historical Society.

Ruth Hardy was the will behind it. Others raised the idead Shear er ds citi zens

investigating the cost of trees on the drive that winter 8 but it was her motion the Council adopted
on February 2, 1949, and hers is the hand on every stage after. The citynanager brought the
planting recommendation forward at her request. She called the joint meeting at the Chi Chi that
fixed the species and the spacing. When the watering question arose she insisted on a permanent
line with an outlet at every tree: AEven if
She held the first planting until Stewart William s could get back to town for it. Days after the
dedication she was named to look into flower plantings at the bases of the trees, and the following
spring she moved to put them in. Elected in 1948 as the first woman on the Palm Springs City
Council and returned unopposed in 1952 and 1956, she served twelve yeard longer than anyone
else had then sat on that bodyd and was still in office when the palms were carried south in the
1955 56 campaign.’”” She did not let go of them afterward. At an association meeting late in 1964,

four years out of office, she raised the fact that the palms had been only half timmedd the routine
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clearance hem, left half doned telephoned the mayor and several councilmen, and the trees were
trimmed. 78 When she died the following January the Desert Sun called the lighted palms her
greatest memorial, and within three week® the Cou

E. Stewart Williams chaired the tree-planting committee that gave the 1949 planting its form.

The contemporary record is explicit: reporting the joint planning -commission and park-board
meeting that set the final plan, the Desert Sunst at ed t hat ithe tree ¢commi

Architect St ewar t Williams. 0

He was thirty -nine that summer and three years into practice here. Born in Dayton in 1909 to the
architect Harry Williams, he took his degree at C
following year, where he held the Chandler Fellowship. TheDe pr essi on t ook his f at
nearly took the son out of architecture altogether: he spent four years teaching art and design at

Bard, selling etchings and watercolors to make up the salary, and won the Zabriskie Prize at the

American Watercolor Society. In 1938 he went to Europe. Germany left him cold & the celebrated

modernist houses at Stuttgart stood empty while the cheap ones nearby were fulld and it was

Sweden, Norway and Denmark, and the softer forms and warm materials of Aalto and Asplund,

that he built with afterward. He came home with a Swedish wife, Mari Schlytern, and a way of

working. He spent the war at Mare Island supervising the design and construction of dry docks

for the Navy, and in 1946 joined his father and his brother Roger in Palm Springs. The Sinatra

house came out of his first years hereg0

None of that is incidental. Three years after his committee set the palms, Williams built behind

t hem: the Oasis Commerci al Building of 1952, hi s
lit trees in Figure 7. In the same weeks of 1949 he was in chrge of the ball park work at the Field

Club, on a plan by Ralph Cornell. The man who fixed the line of the rows, the curb-setback logic,

and the requirement that irrigation outlets and lighting conduit be built in at the moment of

planting was a painter by training, a builder by war service, and one of the architects who would

define Palm Springs modernism. An allée whose design was set by that hand is a designed object,

not a public-works default.
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Figure 10. At the planting of the first palms on Palm Canyon Drive, June 1949. From left: the architect

Albert Frey; Councilwoman Ruth Hardy; the architect E. Stewart Williams, chairman of the tree  -planting
committee. The palm behind them has arrived with its crown cut back and tied for transport. Courtesy
Palm Springs Historical Soci ety; identification per Br

Springs. o0

Clarence C. Neel was the nurseryman. He was born at Gap Mills, in Monroe County, West

Virginia, in February 1882, and by 1905 he was in the Colorado Desert working one of the first

ranches near Coachella. That year the Colorado River broke through and began filling the Skon

sink. His ranch went under and stayed under; by 1949 the paper could report that the whole of it

lay beneath the Salton Sea. He stayed in desert countnd Moapa, Nevada in 1910, Independence

in the Owens Valley in 19200 and came to Palm Springsaboutl 927, opening Neel 6s
330 North Indian Avenue the following year. He was selling ten -foot palms two years before the

first tree went in on Palm Canyon Drive. He held no office and belonged to no club; the Desert

Sun credited his standing in the village to personal contact and friendliness, and remembered him

saying of people who disliked the desert that they could leave by the road they came in orf!
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He died at home on the night of March 1, 1949, at sixtysevend three weeks before the Council

put the bond on the ballot, and four months before the first palm went in the ground. The Council

opened its next meeting with a minute of silence, and some three hundred people came to the

funeral at the Community Church that Friday. 82T he c¢ci tyé6s answer was to makeé
part of the landscape: the one-mile row was dedicated to him, with a plaque set in a stone

monument at the base of the three palms at Andreas and Palm Canyon. That dedication is what

makes the allée commemomtive and not merely ornamental 8 a second, independent ground of

significance. The plaque was pried from the rock by vandals before 1963 and its fate is unrecorded,

and the rock itself has gone since; both are documented former contributing features. Two robusta

stand at that corner today, and have since at least 2008. Whether the third was lost or the count

was never three, the record does not say
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Figure 11. Clarence C. Neel, left, with his son Earl; the child is unidentified. Palm Springs Historical
Society, Lykken Family Collection, object 2010.3.400, other no. 36 -400, from scrapbook 97 -084; Earl
Neel married Jane Lykken, whose family assembled the scrapbook . Undated. The Societyds
the sonds name in one |line as Earl and in another as Cz¢
along Palm Canyon Drive. He did not: he died on March 1, 1949, four months before the first palm went
intothegr ound, and the planting was his sonds work. The d

memorial, not a record of who set the trees.
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Landscaping by Neel's Nursery

Consult an Expert

‘We have all the various fertilizers
you should be using now
to have your gardens ready for fall planting

DROP IN AND TALK OVER YOUR FALL PLANTING

NEEL'S NURSERY

330 N. Indian Avenue Phone 2207

Figure 12. Neel 6 s Nur s er y ParmdSpringstVillager,rd@yi August 1949 8 the summer the

pal ms went in. The photograph shows the Ingleside I nn,
Neel 6s Nursery. o0 The nurseryman who supplied the all ®e
drove it.

EarlINeel carried his fathero6és work into the ground, a

sustained work rather than a single event. He was born in 1917 on a homestead at Independence
established by his mother, and raised on the family ranch at Coachella; his parents came to Palm
Springs in 1927 and opened the nursery the following year. He married Jane Lykken, daughter of
the desert pioneer Carl Lykken, served four years in the Navy in the Second World War, and came
home in 1946. Three years later his fatherdied in March and the city dedicated a mile of palms to
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his memory in October & planted, that summer, by the son who had taken over the business
between those two dates8*

The same hand returns across every phase: 308 trees at two dollars a foot in 1949; two dollars a
foot again in 1955 for the Alejoi Ramon trees; roughly two hundred more of robusta and filifera
at eight dollars a foot for the 1956/ 57 South Palm Canyon extension, with a further fifty the city
itself brought from Arizona for Neel to set; and the DeMuth Park tree -moving in 1962. Some of
the stock came off his own ground. The nursery he built on Eag Palm Canyon Drive was a tree
farm before it was anything else, and a later account of the property records that it once carried a

full farm of palms, many of which went into Palm Canyon Drive. 8

What he did afterward matters to the nomination as much as what he planted. Neel served two
decades as the | andscape expert on tdhhebodythay 6 s Ar c
reviewed designd then on the Planning Commission from 1986, and on the City Council from

April 1988 to April 1992. He helped raise the money for the Living Desert Reserve and for the

Desert Museum. He died on August 11, 2001, at eightythree, and was buried at Welwood Murray

Cemetery. The man who set the trees spent the ngt fifty years sitting on the boards that decided

how the town would look, and his own house on East Palm Canyon has since been named a

historic resource by the same city 86

One family, one nursery, three campaignsd the continuity of the maker is part of what lets the

whole length read as one designed resource.

The city staff and the electrical engineers made the lightd the strand of authorship that most
decisively answers the fAitds only treesodo objectio
fronds. City Engineer George Minturn descr i bed the f-imadejobtefitthas a fit
height, girth and distance of the fmedodv ffrodomot !
staggered so that no two lights fell in a straight line down the drive, built to keep the palms from

vanishing after the sun drops behind Mount San Jacinto. Each palm was set with its own conduit

and its own water outlet. Palm Springs Electric supplied the eight thousand feet of inch-and-a-

quarter conduit that summer, at $4,426.43 o the raceway, not the light. The distribution system

that would energize it was advertised that December and awarded on January 20, 1950 to Arthur

Brudvik dba Coast Electric and Refrigeration Company at $19,012.14; the fixtures were bought

separately in September 1950 for $3,496.80. Three purchases, three contractors, three figures,
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and they should not be collapsed into one8” The scheme is inseparable from the skirted silhouette

it was designed to light 8 which is affirmative evidence that the skirt is the intended historic

character, not an accident of neglect. The engineering did not end with the core: it was Public

Works Director Frank Hamerschlag who, in 1958, costed the extension of the same palmslights -

and-wat er composition out to Araby Point, carrying

the drive.

Lawrence Crossley  kept them alive. Eleven months after the trees went in, the City Manager

reported that maintenance of the palms on Palm Canyon Drive and of the landscaping at the Polo
Grounds fArequire more attention than i-mansteetpossi b
crew, 0 and recommended engaging Crossley as an in
month to attend to the watering of the trees and the maintenance of the irrigation ditches. The

Council agreed on May 3, 1950. Until that resolution the irrigation of the allée was a budget line

& nineteen hundred dollars in tree utilities against a hundred and eighty in tree maintenance in

the first General Fund appropriation of November 1949, a ratio that says the water was running

and nothing about who ran it. 88

One further measure of what the town was buying that summer. In the same weeks the palms
were going into Palm Canyon Drive, the City of Palm Springs was engaging a landscape architect
for its two civic parks. Ralph D. Cornell 8 who had designed the BettyeCree studio grounds here
in 1927, landscaped the Palm Springs Biltmore in 1948, and drawn the master plan of Griffith and
Elysian parks in Los Angelesd was interviewed before the council, the city planners, and Ruth
Hardyds par k boar d24)j1049;tchosgen unanenkushpdas dedigner éor the Field
Club, now Sunrise Park, on June 30; and retained on July 22 for the north-end park the city now

calls Ruth Hardy Park, at roughly $133 an acre. Harry Williams Architects was engaged the same

evening for the buildings, with E. Stewart Wiliams & chai r man of t-gtaatinga | | ®e 0 s
committeedi n charge of the ball par k DesertRunthaldardgeds a me p ¢
the council 6s approval of Cornell déds plan carried t
one day | i ght 28 Comell hdd hogparbirsthepmliééd, ansl this nomination does not

suggest he did. The point is the milieu. A town that in one season commissioned professional
landscape plans for two parks and a lit, spaced, twoespecies allée down its main street was not

gardening.
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3.7 Extension: the whole  -length allée (1954 1 c. 1963)

The 1949 mile was the core, not the whole. From the outset the design was conceived for the full

l ength of the drive: the bond called for pal ms #@f
accessory | i ghd4engthgntent is ifshifgpart off theohis®ric design 8 what the city

set out to make, documented in its own authorizations 8 and through the 1950s it carried the

planting outward in named campaigns, in every direction, with the same figures recurring: Ruth

Hardy still driving it, the same ci vic associations organizing it,
it. Each campaign is documented at the point that matters for a designed landscaped the intent,

the authorization, the funding, and the makers & whether or not a completion notice survives for

every reach.

North. The north end was carried by a property-owner s &6 movement wor king ha
the city, and its organizers were among the resor
a property-owner phased thirteen owners applied for palms donated by A. M. Liebling, the city

planting them free and owners maintaining them. The Palm Springs Miracle Mile Association

formed in 1955 to plant palms on North Palm Canyon Drive between Stevens and Alvarado; the

Central Palm Canyon Drive Association organized in 19% to extend the illuminated palms from

Tamari sk toward Stevens, calling the r epiature t he f(
producer Sol Lesser and George Gannon as vice chairmen under chairman Culver Nichols. By

1958 the North Palm Canyon Drive Association had named a rights-of-way committee & Lesser

again, with Harold Hicks, Armand Tuornnet, and Culver Nichols d and Lesser and Nichols wrote

the membership that Mayor Frank Bogert was A100
Afwi dening and paving, curbs and gutters, sidewal ks
was worked out as a three-step program: an assessment district for the curbs, gutters, and
sidewal ks; the state to pave the street to the ne
for the planting of palm trees fr om hAbldkcitygatesor t h, o
The city put its own weight behind that in February 1958, resolving to recommend to the State

Division of Highways that the unimproved reach of State Sign Route 1118 North Palm Canyon

Drive, south of San Rafael Drive and north of the improved roadside 8 be widened to four lanes

with concrete curbs and gutters. The recitals set out the case: more than five thousand vehicles a

day, an unimproved stretch running into the developed town and inducing speed, and no curbs

to protect the pedestrian or any improvements installed in the right -of-way. Assessmentdistrict

financing was closed to the abutting owners because the road belonged to the staté and those

owners had Aindicated a d-efswiaywihthedmstdllatignrobsidewalksh e St a't
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and street trees, with ornamental |ighting. o0 The
the street was by then call ed: a portion of the
has been called 6the most be@autwlhiiule Mahe Snhirmgt oy
nireflect to the discredit of the State as much as
St a ¥ €he division of labor was explicit 8 City Manager Peterson said the association would

install the palm trees and the city would contribute funds for improvement and beautification &

and the gate itself had a location: in May 1958, on Councilwoman Mary Cal i nds i nitiati v
Counci l moved to |ight the clumps of palms on bot
the old entrance to the city is | ocated, o6 at a co

trees planted north of Tamarisk stood farther apart than those in the 1949 core, averaging about
sixty feet.

South. The southern extension was the one carried to the voters. It rode the 1955 56 municipal

bond campaigndt he publ i c hearings of December-milien55, t he
issue in January 1956, and the election of February 14, 1956, at which rast of the package failed

but the palms carried. Amid a taxpayer revolt that voted down the airport, the golf course, the

sewer expansion, and the new DeMuth Park, the proposition for palm trees and lights on South

Palm Canyon Drive (with lighting on India n Avenue) passed at 67.4 percentd the townspeople

taxing themselves for the palms while rejecting nearly everything else. The city then met the
practical problems of scale: it advertised for 19
who can sel this number at o0 nte-20tfaotmMiashingtosia fifera fand ng 15
robusta; it let the E. L. Yeager Company contract for the waterlines and conduit; and it engaged

Neel 8s Nursery, at eight dol |l ars a foot, to set r
Canyon from Ramon toward Indian Trail, Earl Neel to finish by August 1957. As north of

Tamarisk, the southern spacing averaged about sixty feet. The campaign has a documented close.

In May 1958 the Council recorded that the bond fund raised for the Indian Avenue street lights

and the trees on South Palm Canyon Drive had done its workd iwhi ch projects ha
c o mp | & tamddlicected the unexpended balance of $19,455.82 into the 1956 Bond Retirement

Fund.®1

East The eastern reach was Hardyds again, a decade
the sewer bond election, Councilwoman Hardy asked the Director of Public Works to draw plans
and costs for a further bond to complete the palm-tree lighting of the drive and to continue the

pl anting fAat the end of the trees now on East Pa
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Point.o0o A week | ater the plan had a prrapatedto Publ i c
the Council an investigation into |ighting both s
limts to Araby Point,o at $49,000 a mile for tre
moved into engineering and budget: a costal, council-level plan to carry the full composition &
palms, lighting, and irrigationtogether 6t o t he t ownés eastern edge. Tha
on East Palm Canyon Drive by 1958, and that the Council priced their extension to Araby Point,

documents the authored, Hardy-led program reaching east a full decade past the 1949 core.

Two things run underneath all of it. The first is that the city had a name for what it was doing. In

October 1955, between the two bond issues, the Council bought forty mature palms that a paving

contractor was pulling out of a street-widening job in the Coltoni Riverside area, for the cost of
removal and freight 8 and it bought them expressly for fAthe C
Pl anting program, o against a balance of some si xt
Tree Fund. A named, funded, standing program was running between the campaigns. The two

bond issues are two fundings of one continuous work, not two separate projects. The second is

that some of these palms are salvage: forty out of a Riverside road widening in 1955, and fifty of

the two hundred and fifty in the 1956 award to be acquired by the city from Arizona and planted

by Neel at half the rate that included furnishing. The trees on this drive were sourced wherever

mature stock could be had??

And the city learned from the 1950 licenses. Building the southern half in 1956 it stopped
borrowing wall s: instead of permission removabl e
deed easements across the frontages, running with the land, each recing that conduit was to be
installed in South Palm Canyon Drive for the lighting of palm trees. That change is the clearest
evidence available that the 1950 arrangement was understood at the time to be a weaknesd and
it means the southern lighting easements are recorded instruments, findable in the County

Recorder 93

The supply behind all of this was increasingly t|
director O. R. Crabtree launched a municipal palm nursery at the sewagedisposal plant, irrigated
with plant water and grown on for future street planting, and i n January 1958 the Council
authorized the purchase of a thousand two-year-old palms for it. Meanwhile mature palms were
moved as the town reshaped itself: the historic Coffman palms shifted from the Indian -Tahquitz

corner to Cameron Center in 1955, the Talguitz Drive palms lifted for street widening in 1957,
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and trees relocated from the old DeMuth Park site by Earl Neel. The resource is therefore a whole
length allée built in phases and directions, its core dedicated in 1949 and its extensions carried
through about 1963 & one authored civic landscape, developel over a decade and a half#

/' P 02 i G ie ’ = J
Figure 13. A palm being set by crane on North Palm Canyon Drive near Vista Chino, 1960 & the same

operation, eleven years on. The crown is bound for transport, as it was in 1949 (compare Figure 10), and
the light standards are already installed along the walk: trees and lighting continued to go in as one

composition. Photograph by Gayle Photo, Palm Springs; courtesy Palm Springs Historical Society.

The whole-l engt h i ntent was shared by the state: in 1
pl anning consultant Simon Eisner, pressed to i mpr
gates in one project, o0 Councidiwognalme Chaoneé nf iumr gti na
with sidewal ks, palm trees and 1ight i mprovement

extended to its oldest specimens: in 1958 the roughly two-century-old palms at the mineral baths
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0 reported by local Cahuilla accounts to have grown from seed dropped by birds at the springs,
once the only palms in Palm Springsd were lifted and moved by Millard Wright to be replanted
when the new desert spa was complete.

By the end of the decade the result was already un
of Commerce feature called Palm Canyon Drive one of the most beautiful shopping streets in the
world and, picturing the | itedpanwseesaymbaidofPaim, WrI Ot ¢
Springso were what added to t et hdarti viebbesa uatyt rhaacst i t
synonymous with Palm Springs, and the Village has
after the first tree went in, the lit all ée was not one civic amenity among many; it was the image

the town used to describe itself.

The town took the allée as its own almost at once. Within six years of planting, commercial
postcard publishers were selling the street by it:
smartest shops, O fotolridse r e c¢ iatvie nmgows ,p@lrh-lied hneain f a

t horoughfare, 06 fltihned beludcl Boloripublisteeds, tiree decades, the

same defining feature 8 the palms, not the shops or the mountain, are what the postcards were

selling.®®

The all ®e was also the townds ceremoni al ground.
strung across the drive between the palms, and the Desert Circus paraded floats, bands,
caparisoned horses, the reigning Queen at its headd ran along Palm Canyon Drive itself. % The

trees framed the processions they had been planted to make.
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Figure 14. Palm Canyon Drive during Desert Circus week, April 18 1 22, 1956, with the festival banners

strung between the palms. The two foreground filifera carry well -developed skirts. The souvenir lettering

is part of the artifact: this is how the resort sold i
Cal i f or ni-125, BostiCards ofRh® Desert, Palm Springs; Curteichcolor. The view is fixed to a five-

day window by the banner dates; postally used January 24, 1961.

3.8 The founding mothers of Palm Springs

Ruth Hardy did not appear from nowhere. She belongs to a generation of women who made Palm
Springs 8 who arrived with little, bought land, built the hotels and the institutions, and ran a
great deal of the town for half a century. That generation is the context in which her twelve years
on the Council should be read, and it is set out here because the city has never set it out for itself.
Riverside has documented the equivalent pattern next door, in an adopted context statement:
clubwomen, a City Beautification Committee, the beautification of Magnolia Avenue. °7 Palm

Springs has nothing of the kind.

The generation is documented, and it is wider than beautification. Lavinia Crocker opened the
first sanatorium in 1893, and the women who followed her came for a sick husband or a sick lung
and stayed to build businesses. Nellie Coffman opened the Deserthn in 1909 and made its thirty -
five-acre garden the model every desert resort that followed copiedd a palm court, a cactus
garden, courts set among the plantings. Ernie Pyle wrote in 1942 that the whole vogue of desert
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vacationing fiwas built on one womanodos spiritual I
for all but two years between 1923 and 1946, founded the Welfare and Friendly Aid Society, and

hel ped establish the Pal m Spr iCallgns McWanusdooughsbacdk! ub i n
mo st of her fat her 6s | and, built the Oasi s Hot el
subdivision and the Tennis Club she thought her bestworkd and i n 1937 gave the Wi
the ground at Baristo and Cahuilla for its clubhouse, where the landscape architects Bashford and

Barlow anchored the patio with clusters of native Washingtonia filifera set against the mountain.

Cornelia White bought land in the middle of town, deeded part of it to the Desert Museum in 1947,

and left her 1893 house to the Historical Society; it stands on the Village Green. Her sister Florilla,

a physician, served as vilage health officer and brought nurses down from Riverside to meet the
influenza epidemic of 1918. Zaddie Bunker ran a g
to a woman in California, and became onedyof t he
widowed and living in a tent in Tahquitz Canyon with two horses, built them into a string of thirty -

five and opened the first riding stable in Palm Springs, then turned the profits into land and built

Casa Codyes

Melba Bennett was the one who wrote it down. She founded the Palm Springs Garden Club in

1946 and was the first to write at length about what would and would not grow in this valley,

running a monthly columninthe Villager cal | ed A Through the Garden Gat e
illustrating and publishing The Palm Springs Garden Book with the Club d a chapter on trees,

palms among them, beside chapters on shrubs, bulbs, vines and ground covers. She founded the

Palm Springs Historical Society in 1955 and served as its president, and she wrote two books on

the poet Robinson Jeffers besdes. Nellie Coffman, watching her take on one more office, wrote to

her: AFrom one busy woman to anotheré remember t h;:

a |ittle, girl, ease up.o

One more body of women was governing in Palm Springs in these years, and no account of the
founding mothers is complete without it. Vyola Olinger o later VVyola Ortner & was elected to the
Tribal Council of the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians in 1952, and in 1954 was elected
chairman of an all-woman council, with Eileen Miguel, LaVerne Saubel, Flora Patencio and
Elizabeth Pete Monk. Fully female councils followed for several years. What they governed was
the ground the city was pressing on: Section 14 six hundred and forty acres at the center of town,
where workers kept out of Palm Springs housing by redlining and by price lived on short leases

without reliable water or power, and which the tov
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the 1920s. Ortner testified against termination in 1954 against a developer appearing for the City
of Palm Springs; she carried the case for longer leases to Congress, put a countgslan before
public hearings in Palm Springs, and by 1959 the tribe had thelegislation that made development
of its own land possible. She retired from the council that year. In 1980 she became the first tribal

member elected to the Palm Springs City Council?®

Hardy is the last of that line and the first of another. She is the one who carried the instinct out of
the hotels and the clubs and into elected office d the first woman on the Palm Springs City
Council, in 1948, in a town where women had built a good ded of what there was to govern. Mary
Carlin followed her in 1958, Vyola Ortner in 1980, and there has been a woman on the Council for
most of the years since. Her twelve years, and her work, are set out at Section 3.6 and Appendix

B. What this section supplies is the reason they were possiblelo0

A recommendation to the City. The material in this section is drawn from newspapers,
periodicals, and books. It ought to be drawn from an adopted historic context statement, and it
cannot be, because Palm Springs has not commissioned one. The city has no framework for
evaluating the resources associated with the women who made itd no statement of themes, no
periods, no property types, no registration requirements. Every such resource must therefore be
argued from the ground up, one nomination at a time, which is exactly what this docu ment is

doing for Ruth Hardy.

Riverside has done the work. Its Womends Historic
by Historic Resources Group d the firm that has done survey work for Palm Springs & sets out

the cityds womenbdés history as aitsewnpdrieds, prapérty eval ual
types and registration requirements. Civic beautification is one of them: the clubwomen, the City

Beautification Committee and the beautification of Magnolia Avenue, assembled into a context

against which any individual resource can be measured. It is a working model, by a consultant

Palm Springs already knows, forty-five miles away.101

The City of Palm Springs should commission a Historic Context Statement on the

founding mothers of Palm Springs. It should be scoped to the whole of the subject: the
innkeepers, landowners and entrepreneurs of the first generation 8 Crocker, Coffman, McCallum
McManus, the White sisters, Bunker, Cody; the second generation who worked through landscape

and institution s 8 Bennett, Hardy; the councilwomen who followed Hardy from 1958 onward;

48 | Palm Canyon Drive Palm Tree Allee



and, prepared in consultation with the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians and its Tribal

Historic Preservation Officer, the women of the all -woman Tribal Councils of the 1950s. The

associated resources are still standing: the Ingleside Inn, the Paim Sp i ngs Womands Cl ut
Tennis Club, Casa Cody, the Cornelia White house on the Village Green, Ruth Hardy Park, the

Desert Inn gates, the Agua Caliente Spa sited and this allée. A context statement would let the

city weigh all of them against one adoptedstandard rather than a series of one-off arguments, and

it would put on the record, in the cityds own | an

out of a variety of sources.

4. Character -defining features

Under the standard vocabulary for a designed landscaped spatial organization, vegetation,

circulation, and site furnishings and objects 8t he al | ®e é6s defd ning featur es

4.1 Spatial organization

A The continuous double row along both sides of Palm Canyon Drive, the two ranks facing
each other across the street and reading as a single composition.

A A module of roughly thirty -five feet on center , specified in 1949 as thirty-five to
forty feet, held consistently along the length of the drive. Later campaigns averaged sixty
feet.

A Staggered crown heights. The original planting ran from a twelve -foot minimum to a
thirty -five-foot maximum, averaging near twenty, so that the crowns break any flat line
and the rows read as a living colonnade rather than a fence.

A The procession and gateway character of the corridor & the approach by which the
town is entered from the north & continuing down South Palm Canyon and terminating
on East Palm Canyon Drive.

A Thesetback relationship  of the rows to curb and sidewalk, fixed by the Council on June
8, 1949: through the commercial core between Alejo and Arenas the new trees were
aligned to the mature palms already standing, and north of Alejo and south of Arenas they

were set back three et against a widening then anticipated.

4.2 Vegetation

A The two Washingtonia species in deliberate combination 0 the native
Washingtonia filifera and the Washingtonia robusta & planted half and half under the
1949 contract.
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The contrast of trunk and crown the pairing produces: the stout, skirted shaft of the
filifera against the tall, clean shaft of the robusta, alternating down the ranks.

A The maintained skirted silhouette of the filifera & tapered at the bottom and full
above twelve feetd which the trees grew into as they gained height (see Section 7).

A Mature stock. The allée was installed with boxed palms bought on the open market and
crane-set, not with nursery whips, so the composition read as complete in its first season.

Neel 6s own tree farm on East Palm Canyon Driv
stock.
4.3 Circulation

A Thelinear axis of Palm Canyon Drive itself, which the planting frames and defines.

A Thepublicright -of-way as the r es o uThisis a streeylandsoaped the
rows are read from the roadway and from the sidewalk both, and the palms stand in public
ownership and public use.

4.4 Site furnishings, objects, and systems

A The tree -mounted lighting scheme , with fixtures made to the height, girth, and
distance of the fronds and aimed up into the crowns, so that the palms hold the street after
dark.

A The staggering of the fixtures , SO that no straight line of lights runs down the drive,
with the up -and-down treatment at the corners.

A Lighting conduit laid at the moment of planting rather than retrofitted afterward.

A Thephoto -electric switch control that put the whole mile on automatic dusk -to-dawn
operation from its first night, raised high on
safety 103

A The service, metering and switching mounted on the abutting commercial
buildings under fifteen licenses signed by the frontage owners in 19509 the physical
hardware most |l i kely to survive, and tHe recor

A Individual irrigation & a permanent water line with an outlet at every tree.

A The Neel commemorative monument at Andreas Road and Palm Canyon Drive: a
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plague set in a stone base at the foot of a grouping of threeWashingtonia robusta ,
dedicating the first mile to the pioneer nurseryman Clarence C. Neel. The plaque was
stolen and the stone base has gone since; two of the palms remain. A replacement plaque,

on a new base at the same corner, is recommended.
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5. Evaluation

5.1 The standard applied

Chapter 8.05 of the Palm Springs Municipal Code requires two findings for a Class 1 historic
resource. Under section 8.05.070(C)(1)(a), the resource must exhibit exceptional historic
significance and meet one or more of seven enumerated criteria. Under section
8.05.070(C)(1)(b), it must be evaluated for integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling and association , according to the National Park Service bulletin How
to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation . Significance is addressed in this section;
integrity in Section 6. 105

Three features of the ordinance bear on a | andsca
Class 1 historic resource extends to a resource h
such a resource fAmay i ncl uldfédsamthelcategaryisaot oofinedfoon o f 1
buildings. The application requirements ask for an assessment of characterdefining features

naming Al andscape el ementsd among them. And both
resolution and tameali€af thencharattér-definimg features; the list at Section

4 is drafted to be adopted 106

5.2 Evaluation against the criteria

(i) Associated with events that have made a meaningful contribution to the nation,
state or community. 0 MET. The allée is the surviving centerpiece of the 1949 municipal
beautification program, a $950,000 bond measure placed before the voters in March 1949 and

ratified by them. The planting was the programéb
Counciwoman Har dy6s recommendati on, and it was carried
the sidewal k benches authorized in the same sessi
hold the village fion a resort c a | 197 Phe projestitherh a mi n
continued on Nort h, Sout h, and East Palm Canyon D

works have been altered, replaced, or absorbed. The allée remains.
(i) Associated with the lives of persons who made a meaningful contribution to

national, state or local history. 0 MET. The allée is an authored landscape, and four of its

makers are documented by name in the contemporary record (Section 3.6).
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Ruth Hardy was the first woman elected to the Palm Springs City Council, in 1948, and served
twelve years, longer than anyone then to have sat on that body. It was her motion the Council
adopted on February 2, 1949; she called the joint meeting that fixed species ad spacing, insisted
on a permanent water line with an outlet at every tree, held the first planting until the tree -
committee chairman could attend, and was still calling councilmen about the trees in 1964. At her
death the Desert Sunnamed the lighted palms her greatest memorial. The allée is her most visible
civic work, and it is the principal surviving work of the founding -mothers generation of civic

beautification in Palm Springs.

E. Stewart Williams was one of the architects who defined Palm Springs modernism, and in

1949 he chaired the committ e e antdBRearnsylvanetrainedhfeur al | ®e 0 ¢
years a teacher of art and design, three years into a Palm Springs practice that had akady
produced the Sinatra house, he was named at the time by theDesert Sun as head of the tree
committee. The six conditions the Council adopted as Resolution No. 2587 on June 8, 1949 are
his committeeds wor k: t Hoet sdtbaak,evater fo eachtree by pipelse, t he t

and conduit for lighting laid at the momen t of trenching.

Clarence C. Neel , the pioneer desert nurseryman, is the person to whose memory the first mile

was formally dedicated on October 1, 1949 an association created by the city itself, by resolution

and public ceremony, and marked by a plaque set in a stone monument. His sonEarl Neel

supplied and set the trees across the 1949, 1955 and 19%5&7 campaigns, much of the stock
coming off his own tree farm, and then spent two
Architectural Advisory Committee, sat on the Planning Commission from 1986, and served on the

City Council from April 1988 to April 1992. The man who planted the allée spent the rest of his

life on the bodies that decided how the town would look.

(iii) Reflects or exemplifies a particular period of national, state or local history. o}

MET. The allée exemplifies the postwar remaking of Palm Springs from winter village to year-
round resort city, and it does so as a late and unusually intact expression of the City Beautiful
impulse reaching a Southern California resort main street (Sections 3.3 and 3.8). Its period is
legible in its fabric: the two -species schedule, the regular module, the individual water service,
and above all the treemounted lighting, which was a 19497 50 solution to a 1949 problem & how

to make a desert main street a noctumal spectacle for a season that began in October.
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(iv) Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of

construction. & MET. The type is the allée, a designed form with a documented lineage set out
at Section 3.3108 The distinctive characteristics are present and measurable: a double row on both
curbs; a module of roughly thirty -five feet, specified as thirty-five to forty; a deliberate two -species
alternation of Washingtonia filifera and Washingtonia robusta , half and half, for variation in
trunk and crown; a specified planting height range; individual irrigation outlets at each tree; and

lighting conduit laid at the moment of planting rather than retrofitted. 109

The method of construction is equally distinctive and is documented photographically: mature
palms boxed at a local nursery, hauled to site, craneset into prepared holes with crowns bound
for transport, each receiving its own water outlet and light condui t as it went in (Figures 9, 10, 13).
This is not the planting of nursery whips along a curb. It is the installation of a mature designed
landscape in a single season at a massive scale. The planting of the palm tree allée would carry on
in phases through the early 1960s.

(v) Presents the work of a master builder, designer, artist, or architect whose

individual genius influenced his or her age, or possesses high artistic value. 8 MET,
on the second limb.  The allée is not a signed work of a master in the way a building is signed.
Williams chaired the committee that set the design and is a recognized master of Palm Springs

architecture, and his role is documented; he presided over a design settled in committee.

The criterionbds second | imb is the stronger groun
possesses high artistic value. Its composition was consciously pictoriald a procession of paired

rows converging on the mountain, drawn in advance by the Villager6s cover artist a
substantially as drawn (Figure 6). Its illumination was designed as an artistic effect: fixtures

tailor -made to the height, girth and distance of the fronds, staggered so that no line of lights ran
straight down the drive, and amed to keep the crowns hanging Al
moonless nights. o The cityds own manager said pla
choice. Within six years four separate commercial publishers were selling the street to visitors by

its palms (Section 3.8). A landscape whose artistic effect is that legible, that deliberate, and that

widely reproduced possesses high artistic value on any ordinary reading of the phrase.
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(vi) Represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack
individual distinction. 0 MET . No single palm on Palm Canyon Drive is distinguished. The
allée is. This criterion describes the resource more exactly than any other in the ordinance,

because the significance lies in the row and not in any member of it.

(vii) Has yielded or may be likely to yield information important to national, state

or local history or prehistory. d NOT CLAIMED. No archaeological or informational
potential is asserted for the planting itself. Nothing in this nomination should be read as a
statement about subsurface resources within the right-of-way, which are a separate question and
one on which the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians, whose Tribal Historic Preservation
Officer receives the application under section 8.05.070(B)(1), is the appropriate authority. 110

5.3 The threshold: exceptional significance

The ordinance does not ask only whether a resource is significant; it asks whether the significance

is exceptional *11Five things carry the allée over that threshold.

It is documented to an unusual degree. The design intent, the species schedule, the spacing, the
irrigation and lighting requirements, the contractor and the unit price, the first tree, the
dedication, the lighting trials, and the maintenance policy are each fixed to a dated primary
source. Few designed landscapes of the period in this city can be reconstructed in that detail.

I't is the cityds own si gn a-prasereed exdniple of atyde;@ésthé s not

image by which Palm Springs has sold and represented itself continuously from 1949 to the

present & on postcards fromthe mid-f i ft i es, i n romdtienal mngtiaged and iothen p
ordinary understanding of residents and visitors. The Desert Sun said on the day the first tree

went in that the project would change the 2ntire
It did.

I't was paid for by everyone.i50wae$l8lperPldGofassessquer t y t
valuation, of which thirty -one cents serviced the bonds authorized at the April election; for 1950
51 the rate was $1.28, of which twentyeight cents did. Better than a fifth of the tax bill of Palm
Springs carried the propositions that bought the palms 8 and the whole Palm Tree Project,

distribution system, change orders and fixtures together, came to $21,718.03, roughly what the
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city spent that same year lighting one baseball diamond. The allée was not a line in a beautification
budget. It was carried on a dedicated levy every property owner paid3

It is a commemorative landscape as well as an ornamental one. The dedication of the first mile to
Clarence C. Neel gives the resource a second and independent ground of significance, created
deliberately by the city.

And it survives as a composition. In some cases, individual trees have been replaced; the
composition has not been broken. What was designed in 1949 can still be read on the ground in
2026 0 which is the subject of Section 6.

5.4 Summary

The Palm Canyon Drive Palm Allée is eligible for designation as a Class 1 Historic Resource under
PSMC 8.05.070(C)(1). Criteria (i) through (v) are each independently met: the allée is the
surviving centerpiece of the 1949 municipal beautification program; it is associated with Ruth
Hardy, E. Stewart Williams, and Clarence C. and Earl Neel; it exemplifies the postwar remaking
of Palm Springs; it embodies the distinctive characteristics of the allée as a designed form; and it
possesses high artistic value. Criterion (vi) describes the resource more exactly than any other in
the ordinance and is met, subject to confirmation that the cit y reads it as available to a linear
resource in the public right -of-way. Criterion (vii) is not claimed. The significance is exceptional
within the meaning of section 8.05.070(C)(1)(a), for the reasons given at Section 5.3.

6. Integrity

6.1 The standard

Section 8.05.070(C)(1)(b) requires the resource to be evaluated for integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association, following the National Park Service
bulletin How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation 11415 |ntegrity is not
condition, and it is not perfection. It is the survival of the physical characteristics that convey the
significance claimed d so the question here is whether the allée still conveys a designed civic
landscape of 1949 authored by the peope named in Section 5.2, and it is answered against that

claim and no other.

Two points of guidance govern how the test applies to living material. Preservation Brief 36,

Protecting Cultural Landscapes: Planning, Treatment and Management of Historic
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Landscapes, directs that in evaluating integrity, care should be taken to consider change itself,

and offers a directly comparable case: at Port Oneida, in Michigan, the surface material of the

roads has changed, and integrity is sustained by the surviving alignment, width, and rows of sugar
maplesiThe Cal i fornia guidance is more explicit sti
may be considered reasonably intact where the original vegetation is presentregardless of

appearance, and original plants altered by natural processes do not normally cause a loss of

vegetative integrity even where the change is visually marked!l” A landscape is judged as a

landscape, not as a building that happens to grow.

6.2 The seven aspects

Location. Retained in full. The allée stands where it was planted, in the public right-of-way of
Palm Canyon Drive, on the alignment fixed by the Council on June 8, 194986 rows on both curbs,
aligned to the standing palms through the commercial core and set back three feet beyond it
Nothing has been relocated except the three palms shifted at Andreas Road within weeks of
planting, by resolution, to correct a jog in the curb line.

Design. Retained. The elements that constitute the design are the double-row composition, the
module of roughly thirty -five feet, the two-species alternation, the setback relationship to curb
and walk, and the integration of irrigation and lighting at the moment of plantin g. Each survives
and can be measured on the ground (Figure 15). The one design question that has been raised
the skirted silhouette d is addressed at Sections 7 and 6.3(b), where the record shows it to be the
intended appearance rather than a departure from it.

Setting. Retained, with the ordinary change of a working downtown. The allée still
performs the two spatial functions it was built
street, and it forms the gateway and procession by which the town is entered from the north. The
mountain terminus that the 1949 drawing put at the end of the corridor is unchanged. Individual
buildings along the drive have been altered, replaced, and refronted many times, and will be
again. That churn is the condition of a living main street, and the allée was designed against it:

the palms are the constant element, and the storefronts the variable one.

Materials. Retained, with documented replacement of individual trees. The material

of this resource is living, and is discussed at Section 6.3(a). The nonliving material & the

irrigation and the lighting infrastructure, in their successive generations 9 is addressed at Section
6.5.
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Workmanship. Retained and legible. The workmanship of a designed landscape is read in
the precision of its execution. Here it is visible in the regularity of the module across a mile and
more; in the engineered provision of an individual water outlet and light conduit to every tree;
and in the lighting fixtures, tailor -made to the height, girth and distance of the fronds, staggered
so that no straight line of lights ran down the drive, and up -and-down at the corners. The
photographic record of the installation & boxed stock, crane, bound cowns, prepared holes

(Figures 9, 10, 13)0 documents the standard of work.

Feeling. Retained.  The allée conveys the ambition of the moment that made it: a resort village
dressing its main street for a season, at scale, in a single summer, and lighting it for the evening.
A visitor entering from the north today experiences the procession the 1949 program was built to

produce.

Association. Retained and documented. The link to Ruth Hardy, to E. Stewart Williams, to
the 1949 municipal beautification program, and to the memory of Clarence C. Neel is not inferred,;
it was established publicly at the time, by council action, by ceremony, and by a commemorative
monument. The association survives the loss of the plaque itself (Section 6.5).
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Figure 15. Palm Canyon Drive looking south from Andreas Road, August 1995. The two files face each
other across the street on the module set in 1949, and the corridor closes on the mountain. The palms
along the left carry full collars of dried fronds beneath green crowns & the maintained skirt, th irteen
years after Minute Order 3116 and fourteen before Resolution 22475, and in the same year a council
member, asked why the dead fronds were left, answered that it was the Palm Springs image (Appendix
A). The street sign fixes the location: Andreas Road is the corner where the plaque to Clarence C. Neel
stood in a stone monument at the base of the grouping of Washingtonia robusta (Section 3.6). Both
plague and stone are gone; two of the palms remain. Compare Figure 6, the effect drawn for the

Villager b efore the trees were in the ground. Photograph by Giorgio Galeotti, August 1995; Wikimedia
Commons, CC B¥SA 4.0 (creativecommons.org/licenses/by -sa/4.0).

6.3 Three anticipated questions

(a) The trees have been replaced. Some haved and the record shows the city managing that

from the first decade. In 1959 the Council heard that palms in the core were failing, worst on South

Palm Canyon between Baristoand Ramon; the Park and Recreation director diagnosed chlorosis

under treatment, and Mayor Bogertds specialists r e
to the rootso for want of irrigation spacteee That
resource: the city diagnosed and treated rather than let the planting go, and the failure was read

as too little watering 8 confirming that individual irrigation was integral to the design.
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The governing principle is settled. Where original plant material is lost, integrity is preserved by

comparable plantings of similar species conveying the visual effect of the original; and where
planting values lie in an expression of technology such as he spacing between plants, preserving
the qualities that exhibit those values maintains integrity. 118 On this street the module and the
species pairing are the integrity-bearing qualities, and both are intact. The proportion of surviving

1949 stock is a question for the palm-by-palm inventory recommended at Section 8.5; it is not a
guestion on which designation turns, and no nomination of a seventy -sevenyear-old planted

landscape could sensibly be made to turn on it.

(b) The trees do not look as they did in the early photographs. They do not, and the
reason is that they have grown. AWashingtonia filifera planted at twenty feet and standing at
sixty carries a skirt; the same tree at twenty feet, freshly transplanted with its crown cut back and
bound, could not. Change produced by the natural processes of the plant does not constitute a
loss of vegetative ntegrity even where it alters appearance!® The skirted silhouette is also the
documented intended appearance, stated in print in the year of planting and in city policy from
1959 (Section 7).

(c) The street has been rebuilt around them. It has. Palm Canyon Drive was resurfaced by
the state in the summer the palms went in, and has been resurfaced, recurbed, re-signed, and re-
lit repeatedly since. The California guidance addresses working transportation corridors directly:
a resurfaced ard slightly widened road may retain integrity where its alignment and essential
features remain.120 The alignment, the rows, and the interval remain. What has changed is the

surface between them.

6.4 Integrity distinguished from condition

Both must be addressed, and they are not the same test. Integrity is lost when features are
removed or altered; condition can be poor while integrity remains high 8 a neglected garden may
have both.122 Some palms in the allée are in indifferent health, some have been trimmed harder
than policy contemplates, and the lighting has been renewed more than once. Those are matters
of condition, and they bear on treatment (Section 8) rather than on eligibility. They are not
arguments against designation; if anything they are arguments for it, since designation is what

brings a maintenance standard with it.
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6.5 Contributing, non -contributing, and former features

For the resol ut i-definingfedtures see SettioncdhFaritha putpeses of integrity

the components sort as follows.

Contributing.  The palms of the 1949 planting and of the extension campaigns through about
1963, in their surviving rows; the alignment and module; the two -species composition; the
maintained skirted silhouette; the irrigation provision to individual trees; and the tree -mounted
lighting scheme as a system. The robusta surviving at the southeast corner of Andreas Road are
part of that fabric and carry the commemorative association, the monument having gone from

between them.

Contributing in kind. Replacement palms of the same or similar species set on the historic
module and in the historic pairing. To maintain the designed mix of palms, as trees need to be

replaced, it is recommended that filifera be replaced with filifera , and that robusta be replaced
with robusta. These sustain rather than dilute the composition, on the principle set out at Section

6.3(a).

Non -contributing.  Later plantings that depart from the module, the species schedule, or the
double-row arrangement; and street furniture, signage, and lighting introduced after the period

of significance that is unrelated to the tree-lighting system.

Former contributing features. The Neel commemorative plaque, set in a stone monument at
Andreas Road and Palm Canyon Drive at the base of threéVashingtonia robusta , removed by
vandals before 1963 and of unrecorded fate; the stone base that carried it, which no longer stands;
and the original 1950 light standards and fixtures, to the extent they have been replaced. All are

documented.

The loss of the plague reduces the resource but does not undo it. The dedication it recorded is
documented in the public record and in the press, and the trees it stood among are the memorial
that survived.

6.6 Summary integrity finding

The allée retains integrity in all seven aspects. It stands where it was planted, on the alignment

fixed in 1949. The double row, the module, the two-species composition, the irrigation provision,
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and the lighting survive and can be measured on the ground. A visitor entering from the north
experiences the procession the 1949 program was built to produce. Individual palms have been
replaced across seventyseven years, as any planted landscape of thatage requires, and
replacements set on the historic module and in the historic pairing sustain the composition rather
than dilute it. The resource clearly conveys the designed civic landscape of 1949 described at

Section 5, and it meets the integrity requirement of section 8.05.070(C)(1)(b).

7. The maintained skirt

The July 2026 city policy authorizing skirt removal rests its aesthetic case on a single assertiond

t hat Palm Springs Adoes not have ad dupportgdbhaonst ory o
frame from a 1960s tourist film showing downtown palms trim med clean1?2 The record answers

it.

The skirts were not | eft untouched. From the star
character-defining feature is the maintained skirted silhouette & the full petticoat kept, with only

the lowest fronds sheared for clearance and to keep the lghts unobstructed. That is the balance

the city itself struck and held for decades: a documented policy of natural skirts trimmed only to

faeri al safety, o0 carried from the 195 06Glightngr ough t
built around the fronds and inseparable from them. The full policy record is set out in Appendix

A.

Start where the claim is made. The assertion is about Palm Springs, so the first evidence should

come from Palm Springs 8 and it is older than the allée. In December 1940 the Palm Springs

Desert Museum published an account of the native palm in the Desert Sun, written by its director,

Lloyd Mason Smith. The dead leaves, he wrote, turn down and lie flat against the trunk in a thick

gray-br own thatch; this Athatching gives a skirt ef"
them hula palms. The museum thought the piece worth running again on March 12, 1943, when

Smith had entered the armed service and Sam Hinton held the directorship & reprinted, Hinton

explained, because the museum kept being asked about the native palni?® Three months after

that reprint, a serviceman on a dayb6s | eave poste
was the entrance drive of the Desert Inn, its filifera carrying thatch well down the trunk (Figure

4). The skirt was not a habit that crept in later. It was on the drive the town was proudest of, six

years before the allée was planted and eleven before the first trim the record documents.
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Smith returned to the subject in the Desert Sun of April 5, 1946, and this time he named the
aesthetic question outright. In the natural state, he wrote, the thatch reaches the ground; in

gardens and along streets, where the tree Iis now
quitefarup,gi vi ng a denuded, bare appearance. 06 He call e
column carried the Desert Museumds copyright, and

into Palm Canyon Drive.124

That is the answer to the cityods cl ai m, and it is
has no | ong history here was published here, by
newspaper, twice, before these trees existed andittreatstheful | skirt as the treebo:

and the trimmed trunk as the undesirable thing done to it. What follows in 1949 and after is
continuity with that view: the Villager6s speci fication in the summer o0
look policy the Council adopted a decade later, the 2009 resolution, and the fifty-year record of

trimming for clearance rather than skinning that Appendix A sets out.

One species, and by design. The skirt is not &Vashingtonia trait but a filifera one. Among roughly
2,600 palm species, the desert fan palm is the one whose leaf stems hold to the trunk through the
life of the tree, so that absent fire the thatch reaches the ground; therobusta beside it shedsd by
wind, by age, by heightd and stands at maturity on a clean shaft. Everything set out here concerns
the native tree. The citybés own 2009 resolution

filifera and directing skinning only for robusta.125

That line is what makes the 1949 planting a composition rather than a row. The committee bought
two silhouettes and set them alternating down both curbs: the stout, skirted trunk of one of the

very few palms in the world that keep their leaves, against thetall, clean shaft of one that does
not. To skin the filifera is not to tidy the allée. It is to remove one of the two terms the design was
built on and leave a mile of repeated form. The alternation is the character-defining feature, and
the skirt is what makes the alternation legible. The contrast between the trees is by design.

The wider literature had been saying the same thing for forty years, and it is worth setting out
because the cityds policy invokes professional pr
in 1907: a naked trunk crowned with living leaves, a massof dead ones hanging beneath it, is not

the natural aspect of the tree; left alone, the spent fronds would sheathe the trunk for most of its
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length in a gray thatch, an ideal protection against the parching desert air. It is cultivated trees,
he noted, from which the dead leaves are kept cut away:2¢

Ralph Cornell said the same thing in 1938, in a volume titled Conspicuous California Plants,

subtitled with Notes on Their Garden Uses, and named the motive. If undisturbed, he wrote, the

thatch will cling to the trunk almost indefinitely; but because the dry material is inflammabile it is

seldom that one sees a palm in this natural state, and the modern gardener, planting California

fan palms in his garden, all too often removes the dead leaves and peels the trunk to give it a clean

appearance. Elsewhere in the same chapter he described the skirt as hanging naturally and
clothing Athe other wise nakedn eralBlandifectstthe skinningunk . 0 1
of trunks in the right -of-way to create a more maintained appearance!?’ Cornell had described

that act, in a book of professional garden guidance, as something a gardener does all too ofted

and he was, in the same years, the landscape architect this city engaged for Sunrise Park and for

the park it now calls Ruth Hardy Park (Section 3.6).

Between the two, the popular press said it twice. A 1929_0s Angeles Timesphoto essay noted that

the stateds one indigenous palm stood tall and st
1942 aTimes garden feature went further: the dead leaves of past seasons hang against the trunk

and remain for years as a light brown thatch, and unfortunately this botanical hula skirt is seldom

seen, as neatness demands that the dead leaves be cut away each seadéhThat was published

seven years before these trees were planted. What the city advances as settled professional

practice was being regretted in print before the allée existed.

Cornell also supplies the objection and its answer. The reason gardeners strip, he wrote, is that

the dry material is highly inflammable & and then, in the next sentence, that it is very interesting

that fire does not kill the palms, so that one commonly sees them in their desert habitat with

slender, fire-blackened trunks lifting crowns of fresh green leaves into the heat of a summer day.

Pari sh, thirty years earlier, called the treesbo
vitality. 129 Fire is a real question, and the targeted maintenance described in Section 8.4 answers

it. It is not an argument about appearance.
What that trim was, in the early years, was a hemd and it was a hem for a reason. The 1949 trees

went in between twelve and thirty -five feet and averaged near twenty, and the nativefilifera

carries a wide canopy on a short trunk. On a young tree of that size the lowest fronds hang into
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the sidewalk. The trees also began stripped: the photographs of the 1949 planting show the palms

arriving with their crowns cut back and tied for transport, which is ordinary practice in moving a

fan palm (Figure 10). Several seasons had to pass before ade so handled carried a full crown

again, and a skirt cannot begin to form until it does. Through the first decade the crews cut the

bottom of the skirt back to clear the walk beneath and to keep the fronds off the light fixtures &

which is why photographs from those years show cleaner trunks than the drive carries now, and

it is a photograph from exactly that period that the 2026 staff report puts forward as proof of the

cityds taste. The 1959 policy states naturaklook,ogi c o0
complete with frond skirts, with young trees tri
safety. o The <c¢learance trim was a condition of vy
mature tree was meant to look like was stated in print in the year of the planting. In December

1949, two months after the dedication, Edmund C. Jaegerd the desert naturalist, writing in the

Palm Springs Villager & described the native fan palm and noted, in the same article, that the

tree had recently been planted along the streets of the Palm Springs business district beside the

robust a. Palm groups, he wrote, al ways Kkitoa k best
down-t ur ned, dead | eavesd hiding the trunks; in the
silver-gray or fawn, a color unknown to palms of damper climates, and the thatch makes an

attractive contrast with the green leaf-tuft above.130

That is a contemporary aesthetic standard for these trees, published locally, within the period of

significance, by an author the town treated as an authority 8 and it describes the skirt not as

neglect but as the condition in which the palm looks best. The 1959 policy did not invent the

preference. It wrote down what had been the stated local taste since the year the allée went in. As

the palms gained height the skirts were allowed to form. A postcard view of the drive produced in

1956 0 seven years afterplanting & shows the change under way: collars of dried fronds held

beneath the crowns of the taller palms, clean trunks on the shorter ones in the same block, on the

same day, under the same maintenance (Figure 16
morning, it produced both conditions at once, and the difference between the trees is height.13!

That variation is original. The 1949 trees went in between twelve and thirty -five feet, each arriving
with its crown cut back for the move; each needed several seasons to rebuild a full head; and until
a crown had risen clear of the walk the lower fronds were cut away for pedestrian clearance as a
matter of course. Every tree therefore began holding its thatch in a different year, and no two were

ever going to match. The unevenness along the drive is not a maintenance failure to be corrected.
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It is the condition of a planting made from transplanted stock of mixed size, and it is why a single
trimming standard applied across the allée would flatten a characteristic these palms have carried
since the 1950s.

Figure 16. Looking north on Palm Canyon Drive, produced 1956. Collars of dried fronds are held beneath

the crowns of the taller palms while shorter trees in the same block carry clean trunks o the clearance

hem of youth and the forming skirt of maturity ina single v i e w. AfLooking North, on Pal
Palm Springs, C dl20j Post €Cands af thedbDeserd, PalnPSprings; Curteichcolor, production

code 6GK945, printed 1956.

65 | Palm Canyon Drive Palm Tree Allee



S a7 R

Figure 17. Palm Canyon Drive at night, looking north to Mount San Jacinto. Fixtures on the trunks throw

light up into the crowns, the fronds carrying the light while the trunks stand dark beneath them 8 the

scheme City Engineer Minturn specified in 1950, tailor -made to the height, girth and distance of the fronds

from the light source, working on mature trees that now carry their skirts. Compare Figure 7, the same

effect on newly planted, bare-t r unked pal ms in 1949. APicturesque Palm
Spring s , Cal i f o r22d, Western Resort Plblcations, 1320 N. Broadway, Santa Ana; color

photograph by Al Taylor; copyright Ferris H. Scott, Santa Ana. Undated; a postally used copy of 1958

fixes the latest possible date of the view, and the automobiles suggest earlier in the decade.

The Council was applying that test a year before it wrote it down. In August 1958 bids came in for

trimming five hundred palms on Palm Canyon Drive and skinning some others. The Council

declined the scale of the workd i t was @Aof t he c tinmestésrusnecsssatylioat at t
authorize the amount Jafn dwaoaruk hroed emme ndesdead a con
only those palm trees on Palm Canyon Drive where the work is necessary because of obstruction

to lights, o for not trees The skinting was hob autbozizedh The tkst wad

the light, not the look of the trunk, which is the rule Bogert stated the following year in almost the

same words. The resolution also puts fixtures on the trees in the year to which Figure 16 is dated:3?

That is what Ruth Hardy was asking for in 1964. Late that year, fifteen years after the planting

and four years out of office, she told the Hotel and Apartment Association that the palms along

the drive had been only half trimmed. She telephoned the mayor and several councilmen, and the
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trees were trimmed. She was not asking anyone to take the skirts off. She was asking the city to
finish the routine hem it had been performing since 1949 and had that year left half done. The
woman who drove the planting wanted the palms clear at the bottom and full above & the

maintained silhouette, which is neither of the two positions the present debate offers. 133

Figure 18. Nort h Pal m Canyon Drive at Louisebds Pantry, the
The palm at the center carries a full skirt; the publ i
on North Palm Canyon Dr i v epublish€dby Retley Studiost Imc., Bhgenid, Arim; Bur k e,
printed by Dexter Press, West Nyack, N.Y., no. 45025-C. Undated; postally used November 22, 1976,

which fixes the latest possible date of the view.

The city solved the faling-f r ond probl em decades ago with a tar ¢
keeps both the skirt and the lights clear 8 the exact balance the 2026 policy claims has no solution

but total removal.

8. The landscape guidance: property type, change, and maintenance

The cityds Class 1 criteria govern the designatio
state guidance on landscapes settles several questions the ordinance does not reaah what kind
of property this is, how integrity is judged when the fabr ic is alive, and what maintenance of a

designated landscape is supposed to mean.
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8.1 The property type

Preservation Brief 36 defines a historic designed landscape as one consciously designed or laid
out by a landscape architect, master gardener, architect, or horticulturist according to design
principles, or by an amateur working in a recognized style or tradition, and notes that aesthetic
values play a significant role in such landscapes!3* The allée answers the definition clause by
clause. The design was overseen by a master architead E. Stewart Williams, chairman of the
tree-planting committee & and executed by a horticulturist, Earl Neel. It was built to a written
specification adopted by the Council in April 1949, fixing species, spacing, setback, irrigation, and
lighting conduit. And the allée is a recognized tradition with a documented lineage, set out in
Section 3.3.

Californiabs guidance agrees on the category. Calt
works in a recognized style or tradition in which aesthetic values often play an important role, and
lists parkways and designed scenic highways among thent35 A planted civic thoroughfare is that

kind of property.

Both documents also settle a question of scope. Brief 36 counts furnishingsd benches, lights,

sculptural objects 8 among the components of a cultural landscape, and Caltrans lists benches,
lights, signs, and monuments as site furnishings that may form part of a coordinated system. The

1949 tree lighting, the twenty sidewalk benches authorized alongside the planting on February 2,

1949, and the Neel monument are therefore not adjuncts to the resource. They are components of
it.

The category is not applied to this landscape retrospectively. The city was buying designed

landscapes at the time, and it understood what a landscape plan was for. Describing the making

of the north -end park in March 1952, theDesert Suns et out t he sequence in th
Ralph Cornell was employed to design the park, and kinds of trees, quantity and location of pipe

all could not be determined until the landscape plan had been completed.’3¢ That is the order of

operations a designed landscape followsd plan first, then species, then the infrastructure that

serves them. It is also, precisely, the order Palm Canyon Drive followed in 1949: a specification of

roughly one hundred and fifty filifera and one hundred and fifty robusta at thirty -five feet on

center, a plan filed with the Planning Department, and an individual water outlet and light conduit

for every tree.
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8.2 Integrity, and the place of change

Brief 36 is explicit that in evaluating integrity, care should be taken to consider change itself, and
its own example is close to this one: at Port Oneida, in Michigan, the surface material of the roads
has changed, yet the characterdefining alignment, w idth, and rows of sugar maples remain intact,
and integrity holds. 137 Caltrans makes the same point for working transportation corridors 6 a
resurfaced and slightly widened road may retain integrity where its alignment and essential
features remain.'38 Palm Canyon Drive was resurfaced by the state in the summer the palms went
in, and has been resurfaced and altered many times since. The rows, the interval, and the
alignment are what carry the design, and they survive.

On living material the state guidance is more direct still, and it bears on the central dispute. The
integrity of a |l andscapeds vegetation may be consi
is present regardless of appearance; and original plants changed by natural processes do not

normally cause a loss of vegetative integrity even where the change has produced visual

alteration. 139 A palm that has grown from twenty feet to sixty, and now carries the skirt its species

carries at that height, is the tree that was planted. Its changed appearance is not a loss of integrity

but the ordinary evidence of a landscape being alive.

Caltrans separates two things that are often confused in this debate. Integrity is lost when features
are removed or altered; condition is a different matter, and a neglected garden may have high
integrity and poor condition at once. 140 How the palms presently look, and how well the city has

kept them, are questions of condition, not of integrity.

8.3 Preservation as the primary treatment

Of the four treatments in the Secretary of the | nt
is preservation. Brief 36 recommends it where integrity and authenticity are high, and describes
it as protection, stabilization, cyclical maintenance, and repair of character-defining features;
changes that form part of the | andscapeds continul

reta|ned . 141and 142

That last clause is why preservation and not restoration. Restoration would mean depicting the
landscape at a single moment and removing what came afterd and what came after 1949 is the
rest of the allée, the campaigns of 1954 to about 1963 that carriedtte rows north, south, and east.

Those extensions are significant in their own right. The continuum is the resource.
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Brief 36 also warns against false historicism in any treatment. For this landscape that means not
manufacturing a uniformity the drive never had: the two species were meant to read differently,
and the trees were planted at varying heights and have aged uevenly.

8.4 Trimming as cyclical maintenance

The clearest sentence in the federal guidance for the present dispute is in its maintenance section.
Preservation maintenance practices differ from standard maintenance practices, Brief 36 says,
because the focus is on perpetuating the historic character @ use of the landscape rather than
beautification. 143 That is precisely the line at issue on Palm Canyon Drive. Removing the skirts to
make the trunks look tidy is beautification. Keeping the skirt and clearing the lowest fronds is
preservation maintenance. The two are not variations of the same practice; the guidance treats
them as opposites.

Brief 36 further expects a preservation maintenance program for vegetation to set thresholds for
growth or change in character, and to specify pruning methods, propagation, and replacement
procedures, with a record kept of the work performed.144 Designation should therefore be
accompanied by an adopted maintenance guide for the allée, stating in writing what the city has

in practice followed since 1949 and set down in policy since 1959:

A the skirt is retained as the character-defining silhouette;

A the lowest fronds are cleared as needed for pedestrian and vehicle clearance and to keep
the lighting unobstructed;

A the palms are not skinned to a bare trunk;

A trimming is cyclical, on a stated interval, and recorded.

8.5 Replacement and propagation

A living landscape loses individuals. The guidance is specific about how they should be replaced.
Caltrans holds that replacements should preferably be the same or a similar species, and where
the original material is genetically important & may be grown from seed collected from the
original plants. 1451 t al so treats the spacing between
technology whose preservation maintains integrity: on this street the roughly thirty -five-foot
module and the two-species pairing are integrity-bearing, and replacements belong on that

module and in that pairing.
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Brief 3606s historic plant inventory describes

common name, age, and size, record its condition, and propagate significant plants rather than
substitute commercial stock where the material is rare or histor ically associated4¢ Its birch allée
at Stan Hywet Hall is the working precedent 8 a phased preservation treatment carried out over

fifteen years in which the original rootstock and genetic material were preserved.

Two things follow for this nomination. A palm -by-palm inventory should be made, keyed to
species and to planting campaign, as the baseline record of the resource. And whenever a tree
needs to be replaced, it should be like for like,robusta for robusta, filifera for filifera .

Neither recommendation is new to this city. Palm Springs ran its own palm nursery at the sewage-
disposal plant from 1957, growing stock on for street planting, and in January 1958 bought a
thousand two-year-old trees for it at fifty -five cents each (Sectim 3.7). Growing its own stock for

this street is something the city has already done.

9. Conclusion

The Palm Canyon Drive Palm Allée is the surviving centerpiece of the 1949 municipal
beautification program & a landscape built to a written specification and species schedule, twice

advertised without a satisfact orlaborbndeatasapedisingh e n

nurseryman, planted in a single season with mature stock, wired as it went in and lit the following
year, and dedicated to the memory of the nurseryman whose son set the trees. It was carried

outward in authorized campaigns until the double row ran the length of the drive.

It meets criteria (i) through (v) of section 8.05.070(C)(1)(a) independently, and criterion (Vi)

describes it more exactly than any other in the ordinance. Its significance is exceptional. The
design intent, the spacing, the irrigation and the lighting, th e contractor and the unit price, the
first tree and the dedication are each fixed to a dated primary source; and from the year it was

planted the allée has been the image by which Palm Springs has represented itself.

The composition survives. Individual palms have been replaced across seventyseven years, the
street has been resurfaced and relit more than once, and the storefronts have turned over many
times & and the double row, the module, the two-species pairing, and the procession that ends in
the mountain can all still be measured on the ground. The Neel plaque is gone; the trees it stood

among are the memorial that survived.
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One recommendation reaches past this resource. The City should commission a Historic Context
Statement on the founding mothers of Palm Springs (Section 3.8). Ruth Hardy is being argued
here from first principles because there is no adopted framework to argue her from, and she is not

the only one.

The character-defining features at Section 4 are written so that the Historic Site Preservation
Board and the City Council can adopt them as they stand. Designation carries a maintenance
standard with it, which is what a living landscape of this age most needs. The Palm Canyon Drive
Palm Allée merits designation as a Class 1 Historic Resource.

10. Sources

Desert Sun and Palm Springs Limelight News items are cited by headline, date, and page.

Secondary sources carry full citations and page pins.

Guidance documents are cited in full at first use in Section 8: Preservation Brief 36, the Secretary
of the Interiordos Standards with the Guidelines f
Caltrans General Guidelines for Identifying and Evaluating Historic Landscapes (1999).

Postcard views are cited by title, publisher, card number, and, where a printed production code
or copyright line survives, the year of producti o
California, o natur al col or ¢ a rodProfiuctionnBekalay, &alih, r o me \

no. C6033; printed before mid -1963 on the evidence of the preZIP postal zone in the imprint.

The period horticultural and design literature drawn on in Sections 3.2 and 7 is cited in full at first

use: Los Angeles Times garden features and photo essays, 19251949; California Arts &

Architecture ;19301 938; S. B. Pari shds moBotangal @Ggzdite (0907);t he ger
USDA.Far mer sd Bul land nR all2p0h8 CdhspicuGus Califerhid Flamts (San

Pasqual Press, 1938). Cornell is cited from the 1938 first edition; where a reader consults the 1978

revised edition, the fan palm chapter is renumbered from XXI to XXII and repaginated.

Appendix A. The maintained -skirt policy record

This appendix collects the documentary record behind the compact conclusion in Section 7, so the
body of the nomination stays on significance rather than current policy. The spine of the record
runs 1954Y 1958Y 1959/1963Y 1982Y 1995Y 2009.
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By 1959 the Council, on the planning commissionés
the Palm Canyon palms fAidevelop a natur al l ook, <co
Bogert stating the rule plainly:s,iWeutdotnhdéety wsahnotu |t
skinned todwobagetteps trimmed only wuntil their f
citybés first written trimming policy, Mi nut e Or
fenhancingo the palOftsrésoluign eptanatimah gkigs; on thehfiéfera2 and

the ¢

design of 1949 50 was built around the fronds, and cannot be stripped without destroying what

ityds planning documents have preferred the

the lights were made to create.

The record below runs from the founding design through the end of the century. Read together, it
shows a city that kept its palms skirted as a matter of settled practice, trimming the lowest fronds
for clearance and safety while defending the frond itself 8 and that treated the skirted silhouette,

by its own account, as Athe Palm Springs i mage. 0

1949 ¢ the design. The treeplanting committee, chaired by the architect E. Stewart Williams,
required that lighting conduit be installed at the time of planting; the 1950 fixture chosen by City
Engineer Mi nt udimade phhts fit the héighta girth eamd distance of the fronds from

the Iight source. o0 The il lumination was built aro

1954 ¢ the first recorded trim, and it is a hazard abatement. On August 3, 1954, five years after

the planting, the Council appropriated approximately $300 from its contingency account for

trimming the palms on Palm CanyonDrive 3 on t he City Mandgeteir 6s, r 2asmaes
measure, 0 to overcome fian existing public safety I
The resolution describes a trim over a state highway and a public sidewalk; it does not describe

skinning a trunk. And nothinginthew hol e run of the cityods resolutioc
before that date. The first documented act of care for the allée came five years after it was planted,

cost three hundred dollars, was done in-house, and was framed as abating a hazard. That is @&

episodic liability trim, and it is the earliest datum in the maintenance chronology & not a practice

of routine skinning. 147

1958 § the Council narrows a trim. In August 1958 the City Manager reported bids for trimming

five hundred Palm Canyon Drive palms and skinning some other trees, and recommended award
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to the low responsible bidder. The Director of Parks and Recreation had described the trimming

as Aprimarily a matter of public safety. o The Coc
amount of work recommendedo and aolyuthosetphlratreessont r act
Palm Canyon Drive where the work is necessary bec
in excess of three hundred trees. Two things are on the record a year before the naturalook policy

was written down: the criterion fo r trimming was obstruction of the lights, and the skinning in

the bid was not authorized.148

19597 63 0 thenatural-l ook policy. On the planning commissi ol
adopted a policy that the Palm Canyon pal ms devel c
with Mayor Frank Bogertods rul e: i We ddiredyt svheorutl dtnh
skinned todpwobagettee® tri mmed only wuntil their fr

a Nov. 6, 1959 and a Sept. 25, 196®esert Sunitem carry this language.)

1966 0O lights and silhouette as one system. Coverage of the palm lightingd a roughly $14,000-
a-year, 1,158bulb systemd treats the illumination and the trimmed frond shape as a single visual

effect, the lights drawing the eye to each treeods

1970/1973 6t he public and the planners defend the fro
denuded and | eft |l ooking |ike plucked chickens, 0
and shelter for nesting birds. | n DedereSurdr®d@rtdd i mi ni
that fAthe cityds chief planner and many on his st
to | ocal palm trees, 0 with the opposition coming

signs the un-scalped palms obscured. About 1,700 diy-owned palms at that date.

1974 & the city describes its own practice. Reporting a targeted trim of some 380 Palm Canyon

Drive palms, City Manager Do aAimecityypblieyofkdepirggainm t t ed t

fronds at | east 12 feet above gThaisthamaintainegskit had b e e
described in the cityds-footwlearamce nld, appliecwitlsrésaamdd ng t we

skirts kept, the lowest fronds cut only as needed. An August 1974 inventory valued the roughly

1,800 street palms at over $630,000.

1980 0t he cl ear ancet amudiend so Ailmdgr a $21, 550 contr a:
750 palms citywide. Community Servi cstandirdjiCitye ct or E
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Council policyo: fronds hanging within twelve fee

only if Aunsightly and tattered. o The work is fr.
skinning.

1981 & a sustained constituency, and a counterv 0 i C e . A residentédés nannual o
stripping the palms to |l ook dAlike plucked <chicke

following week argues the opposite d that untrimmed palms harbor vermin and should be cut
yearly. The debate was real and twes i d e d ; the cityods settled pract

maintained skirt.

19820t he first written policy. Mi nute Order 3116, t
the skirt Afenhancingd t he pafloohsldaranaepvptle commaittee e an d

review for exceptions.

19956 fithe Palm Springs image. 0 A residentbés compl ai
a telling answer: asked why the fronds were | eft,
Springs image. o6 Even a critic ofmid-1080s, fhe skicedi ce t h
palm was understood as thetketydrsy diehii dteogray eofci ke e
2026 policy denies.

2009 0o the policy holds. Resolution 22475 kept natural skirts on the native filifera , the position

the cityds planning documents had pointed toward

The conclusion is narrow and documented: across fifty years, the city trimmed for clearance and

safety and kept the skitd and sai d so, repeatedl vy, in its manag
The 2026 assertion that Pal ms$Smpriyngd fkeeed nmgotp al a
is contradicted by the cityds own record.
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Appendix B. Ruth Hardy (1892 T 1965)

w \
w\
Figure 19. Ruth Hardy, first woman to sit on the Palm Springs City Council. Courtesy Palm Springs

Historical Society.

Ruth Hardy was born Ruth Herdrich on May 6, 1892, at Lebanon, Indiana, the daughter of
Benjamin and Cora Herdrich. She took a degree from Indiana University in 1915, and the
university later honored her for her work on its behalf. She married Henry Hughes Miller in
Indiana in 1917; a son, Jackson, was born at Waco, Texas, in 1920. In 1930 she married Jackson
H. Hardy, and in 1932 the two came to Palm Springs and bought the Casitas del Monte Hotel149
In October 1940 they bought the Birge Estate 8 a 1925 house attributed to William Charles
Tanner, built by Alvah Hicks & and in two months turned it into a hotel of twenty -one rooms,
nine of them with fireplaces, whi Nulsery ldaw filledt
out the grounds with flowering shrubs, put a lily pond in the courtyard, and moved trees to open
the view to the mountain. The Ingleside Inn opened on December 5, 1940. She filed for divorce
soon after and ran it alone for the next twenty-five years 150 She kept a hedge of poinsettias around
it and gave cuttings away every spring, so that patches of color all over town came out of her

garden.1s1
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She was elected to the city council in 1948, the first woman to sit on it, and returned in 1952 and
1956, unopposed both timesd twelve years, longer than anyone else had then served on that body.
She turned down her colleagues when they asked her to becom mayor. At her last regular
meeting, in 1960, they voted her mayor for a night. When she declined another term the attempts

to draft her failed, and she put her support behind Harry Paisley, who took her seat.52 She was

i nstrument al in establishing the cityds Parks an
originators of Tamari sk Par k, the citybs first, W
for.153

Her work on the allée is set out in Sections 3.5 and 3.6. Frank Bogert, mayor when she died, said
she thought up the idea of the palms and worked like the dickens to see them placed>* The first
half is a tribute: others had raised the idea, and the 1949 papers credit Ben Shearer with starting
the movement. The second half is exact, and it is the half that matters. The trees are there because

Ruth Hardy took an idea other people had raised and made the city carry it out.

She died at the Ingleside Inn on Saturday, January 9, 1965, of a heart attack, at seventtwo. The
funeral was at StPaul 6s i n t he Fiderck A Barnhilt difieiatifg,eand she was
buried in Welwood Murray Cemetery. She left her son Jackson, of Canoga Park; a brother, O. C.
Herdrich, of Indianapolis; and three grandchildren. 155 Within three weeks the Council voted
unanimously to rename Tamarisk Park for her, and the parks commission proposed a bronze
plague giving the name and something of her history.156 The editorial page had already named the
other memorial: the palms along Palm Canyon Drive, it said, and their shaded lights in the

evening, would remain as a living memorial to her.157
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Figure 20. The audience at the Blessing of the Trees, Palm Canyon Drive, October 1, 1949. Ruth Hardy

is seated right of center, in the striped jacket; the papers that week described her as in charge of the official

work on the planting program, and at the ceremony s he firesponded with appropri a
beauties of the trees. o Next to her, in the 1lidght | ack
Clarence Neel b6s widow, to whom the plagque attesting th
(Section 3.5). At the right of the same row, in the white shirt, is Mayor Charles Farrell. In the row behind,

at the left, is the designer Herbert Burns; the man between him and Hardy, with his hand to his forehead,

is believed to be Earl Neel, who set thetrees, seated behind his mother. Palm Springs Historical Society,
Dedications / Presentations collection, object 2008.41.118, otherno.44-1 1 8. The Soci etyds r ecc
occasion as the planting of the palm trees; the planting ran through that summer, and October 1 was the

dedication.

Appendix C. The historic aerial record (1953 1 1978)

The four vertical aerial photographs below document the phasing described in Section 3.7 &
where the palms had reached, and where they had
development. They were read block by block against present conditions.
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Figure C -1.Palm Canyon Drive, 1953. The double file runs south through the commercial core and

stops at Ramon Road; the ground south and east of Ramon is open desert. The dark irrigated wedge at

Ramon is the early DeMuth Park (graded 1952, on leased Agua Caliente land), then about a year old.

This frame is the fibefor eo f D57 sobtletnextensioe The Babddmagkh as e and

the reach of the allée in this frame.
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Figure C -2. North Palm Canyon Drive, 1967. The allée runs north through open desert to the edge of
town, arriving ahead of development & where the corridor crosses unbuilt ground the planting can only
be public work, since no private frontage owner was there to do it . The dating is a terminus (in by 1967),
not a completion year. The band marks the reach of the allée in this frame.
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Figure C -3. South and East Palm Canyon Drive, 1978. One continuous allée runs down South Palm
Canyon and along East Palm Canyon to the Ocaotillo Lodge; east of there, single frontage rows stand

before Smoke Tree and the Diplomat, short of the intended terminus at Arab y Point (at right). Intent

and achieved extent appear in one frame. The band marks the reach of the allée in this frame.
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