ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGMN CEMTER

Organic Desert
Architecture

Architecture and Design Center
February 2-June 17, 2019

With more than 200 built projects in thae Palm Springs area—rasidential, commarcial, and institutional—Hugh
Kaptur has played an extragrdinary rede in the city's architectural developmaent. A visionary designer, Kagtur
astablished his practics here in 1958, and ha continues to work today as he oversees an addition 1o his 1971 City of
Palm Sprirgs Fire Staticn Mo, 4,

While & numbar of Kaptur's sarly projects utilize post-and-boam consiruction, over tma he developed a bold modom
style that was irspired by the desert architectuns of Arrona and the work of Frank Lloyd Wright at Takesin West in
Scottsdale. This organic, sculptural assthetc became Kapiur's signature and is immediately recognizalble in buildings
that are characterized by thick walls and desply inset windows wath protruding framaes; these ads tiothe
facades while protecting the buildings from absorbéng the inmtense desert hoat

In 2015, Kaptur gove the museum his srchitectural archive
whenn it josned holdings by fellow desert modemists Albert
Fray, Donald Wexler, and E. Stewart Williams, providing a
rich and imvaluable resource for scholars and building
owners alos. Huingh Kaptur: Organic Desert Architecture
traces Kaptur's carear [rom the late 15508 10 the preden
and showoases his dynames graphite rendanngs, which
rervgal his Aair for drawing and captwre the innovative spinit
of Falm Springs’ meodern architecture.

Focusing on 4 bk of Kaptur's most icons: propects, the
exhibatan features o wealth of matessl fram the Kaptur
Collec tign, includic +] skatchas, architectural draw g,
watercolors, models, period photographs, as well as new
images by photographer Dan Chavkin
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