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Director Edmund Goul ding and Greta Garbo

| N T R O D U C T I O N

EXECUTI VE SUMMARY

The Edmund Goul ding Estate at 1752 Ridge |
of Palm Springs' mo s t I mportant early <col
exemplary contributor to the -1t94adnhsifcohr mhd fi
character of the desert community.

Originally con®8r aes tbpddnrotni do ¢Fil O 9oz &r isng Pal
subdivision, the estate exemplifies the &
Palm Springs devel opment during this era,
terra cotta barnet t-oodtedamrofisnt eqirdatriedn p
l i ving.



Under the ownership BdmocedeGoladl3admd i, | mhei i

transformed into the internationally reno
unof ficial embassy for Hol |l ywood' s elite
who's who of | egend&ray bfoi, g Maed ennecDi @as r G
and the Maharani of I ndore, establishing
destination worthy of véalkEdavmund' Gouloditng, s
achievements included "Grand Hotel"™ (1932

Oscar nominations and helped define styld]

The estate's importance further enhances
wher e Goulddicrugriesntvedal I" bi sexual orgies" and
spaces for Hollywood's LGBTQ+ cuodmnou nsiutryv ed
mor al resheiestane. s architectur al and de
with four remar kabl e figures who shaped bc
hi story during the cruci al i nterwar peri o

Edmond JFulktherdvi sionary developer who cr e

subdivision, sougdualkiot estadil deht iaalhigdmr
preservation of natur al beauty while pro\
ColalniRevival styl e.

The coll aborati wesw@mhk r Dobhuag rfachrinteerctLondon
who became one of Hol | y wofioadn' ds | par nednsi ceaPmai Inat
Aveirryesul ted I n pioneering design Il Nnoval
swi mmi ng pool s 'BEovget lerc,umemd al. associ ati on
hi storical | mportance that embodies Palm
resort to an internationally recognized c
Sope of Evalwuation and I ntegrity Assessme
For evaluation purposes, this nomination

Compound to provide comprehensive under st

1 The first documented biomorphic, or freeform, swimming pool, was designed by Paul G. Thiene for the Miltc
Getz estate in Beverly Hills, 1927. The next known biomorphic swimming pool was designed by landscape
architect Tommy Tomson for his brothein-law diff Henderson in 1939. Like the Goulding pool, both early
pools were designed to emulate a naturalistic pond. Internationally, Alvar Aalto designed a similar pool for the
Villa Mairea in 1939, though the influence for this shape was the organic forms d&lad seen in the
Biomorphic movement in Modern Art, from artists like Joan Miré and Jean Arp, and which Aalto was using in
his own work. The Goulding pool from 1936 is an important contextual addition to these early pools.
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ur al significance. While the entire c¢

demonstrates the estate's role in Pal
als differentiated preoesuesr sdtriuecn ucersd it
sification eligibility.

pri mary residence and associated gues
oric integrity, retaining their essent

tionships with minimalrecompresifsulnigy a$
i rements for Class 1 Historic Resourc
e Road has undergone modifications t h;
subtractieseral mgr &thieoness,semrt i al hi st c
ti onal updat es. This structure demons
d i kely qualify for such classificat
ver, the guest cottage, servant's quart
i ficant integrity |l osses due to subst
romises to their histoexdlstsalbiicati bat
ur al and historical | mportance within
riod of significance forl1%Ak, est@admp &s
I nal construction wunder Ful ford and 1
rship, making the intact postamwmaisnagn
I tectur al and cul tur al devel opment o
rnati onal resort destination.

ecommpbevbgraphies of Edmond Ful ford, E c
Appendi ces
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Attach to this application any information, phot os
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findings are met.
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FI NDI NGIhle:i sér uchtutirled mjge ¢ h i éox & esp thii srislrginc faincdan c e

meets one or more of the criteria |listed bel

Theesoumssocwaetbdenthat maademeani c@ihdl itbbuhread m o n ,
state or Tcommunity.

i. Theesoumcessociwat bldi wdhser swimeadameani c@Mmual itbout i on
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i ndi vdiidsutai la autsieicdmy al uap p Inigcfaddre e n g mahtiisotdo rsitd oct s,
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vii Theesolhrmgeelodeayp d i kitegliyd Ind or mantpio ottoaantti e h aoktre
| ocal hi story or prehistory.
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FI NDI NGIT'h2e: si t e, structur e, building or object r
foll owing aspaeaetsst adfli iisnteedg reot tayr gy
I nt e St an d®aDeassi Mant,er i al s, Wor kmanshi p, Loce
Setting, Feeling, Associati on.

afCil @@Ki st Reasaurces.
ding or object may be des

PSMB8. 05 (@7@)i tfeaotih®esi gn
I

A site, structur e, bui

or a Contributing Resource to a proposed histor
Counci l provided the site, structureicbuilding
significance and meets one or moreAoCl ave criter
2 historic resource is not required to meet the
Finding 2 (above).

PSM@B8. 05 (@i teem@iandifmoBesi gnaitHi ¢n Districts.

|l madditto looar i tl é siteidndlinggeconsi deredesagnati on
Hi sthirsitexr idcef,i ned area must :

a. Contain contributing resources on a majority
di strict which individuall §yheedéefimedcain eari
may i nclude ot her structures, buil dings, o]
contribute generally to the overall di stinct
related historically or visvuvally by plan or
(l'dentify 1ist by address and APN number eac
criteria outlined in Finding 1 above and docuU

d e nntorofoyn t r ipbruotpier gy @ @ dratr ctedbl heex t ent
ecestseastyablish appropriate, |l ogi cal Oor conv¢
| delnitbsyef dyd r @ s &P M u mbeacsh tpear wet thh e

r op ohsiesdtdoirsiter i ct t hat ciosntaormsitderged ondrme ove
i storic significance of the historic distri.

Pl ea;asd an®ddi tiinofnoarimat ia eorehde
appl i aateicers sary. CQudsatcitornsh:e Pal m Springs

Pl anning Department at 760 323 8245.

SReftetr hié. Depar tonteeint eBruildfeoko w &v a |l @ hleret e g & Prdperty.



I n this early aefiBalEdpmontdo grudglho,r dt Re siI2hce a
Ri dge Road can be seen in the center, at the
Society.

STATEMENT OF SI GNI FI CANCE
THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE GOULDI NG E

The Fulford Era: Origin®dl2PAr& hitec

ThEdmond Ful f owads rceosnisdiernuccet ed duwarmyy t h
fibstl ding boomiinntheal @pgPrrngyg on t he
map tavwof the early structures i nThée pi
Pal m Springs Mesal/ Tahquitz Desert Est

14



subdivision recorded i?wht he hhstoriygoha

remai ns undkrniogMmnnalt hperi mary resi dence

an

houdemonstechat&cteri stics fciornsstiess$ iedchéntwia

architecPalm HSpatngs pi oneer and Pal

Edmond Ful ford sought to attract to

m
hi

associations with noted architects AIlf
Wil l, awmso desi gned t wo soufg gFeusltf oprodtdesn to wanl

from |l eading desi gl professionals of

304

I n this detail from the 1929 Sanborn map,
primary residence and small guest

2 The first subdivision was Las Hacienditas, which was created by J.J. Kocher in 1923; that
same year, Vista Acres (Prescott T. Stevens) and Tahquitz Park (Pearl McCallum McManus)
were opened, followed by Palm Springs MeBahquitz Desert Estates in 1924,

3 Pasadena architect Alfred Heineman was one of the investors, along with Fulford, in the
Tahquitz Desert Estates tract, and did design some of the homes there. Paul R. Williams is
known to have designed two other homes for Fulford in the tract as well.
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The ortiwsitmaulsweuseter ategically sited to t

nat ur al contours of the desert | andsca
devel opment should enhance rather t han
desert environment. The brumd dti nogosr mpdra ccoe

Canyon Mesa provided commanding Vi ews
advantage o f t he andt prrdfvfaepryeodt eby i dme
formations.

16
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Ri dge Road.

The primary residence at 175
THE PRI MARY RESI DENCE
Primaacle ( Ri dge Road El evation)

The prieaam@y ong Ri dpgree sRmdl & gdos yywmetri ca
el evat iThent r al orgaingazirregesbethentol ume
prominent brick firepl aceengatth iotpse ncienngtse r
of French doors to the righstl iagnhiteaf aadl i
overhang protects the front entrance, t
addi tion

The central volume i9pranpebhored bwpbt ed =€
that create -&di mgmamomrcal hcemposition. Th

17



pair of wooden.cdsemomhmt# rmisgbdbws ol ume c

small er windows arranged asymmetrically
The building's construction utilizes hoc
mat er i al choice that reflects both prac

and the aesthetic preferences of the er
tild es

A pat hway | esaidise ttdhet Hde fdteelflted vol ume, p
to a French door t hat enters the front

I n this still from a 1939 Kodachrome home mo
parti al vif awafdfet hbeepremary residence. Courte
Archi ve.

18



Re &raa d(eCanyon El evation)

The feamalrmeveal s the building's response
presenti-agoray tewoevation that takes ful
topography. Lfi kea dtdhee proimmpersyy t i on f eat ur
vol ume f | ankedprboj etcwoi nfgorgmaabrided v ol umes

height allows for more ddemmpl ex architec
The centr al recessed area forms a cover
by wooden posts. Each post is topped wi
that cresaltiekea datpaitlal supporting a | ong
open r afhteerpss tacthed til e roof. The hori z
verticalungdwepmeratasthnh one gently tapered
and small notches on either side, creat
The rear wal l of s¢ahiwerpyatli aor gsep aadrec Meeda t

flanked by two pairs of Frenchcadomomest s c
I nterior and exterior spaces.

19



I n this 1954 home movie still, the rear el eva
| andscape shown in téeé#&iVvmeg state. Col

Side EIl evati ons

The nfomtddemonstrates the bui-vennigl at iroc

reqguirements, featuring a French door c
casement wi n d ofvea dapbroovjee.ct $hef or war d on t
accommodating three small wooden caseme
floor, with three wooden casement windo

20
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The earporftecfdettrhee rpcrrit»ry residence at 1752
t he author

The sfomdidhs dominated by a | arge rectancg
secongdcaontoawirni ng four wooden casement v
whil e appearing somewhat wutilitarian toc
des,jagnevi denced by its appearaheatiumes$9
practical el &mercthen acclesdi, ngl ectri cal

21
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The | arge | iving room of the primary resi

l nterior Spatial Organizati on

Upon entering t hromuenhc otslad dfr monatt i dodn vi
with an open gabled beam ceiling that
systemreating a s.ense of spaciousness

The |living room serves as the heart of
access to the covered patio and a | ar ge
vi ews of t he bdeesoenrdth el ammadsssciavpee br i ck f i r
arched opening that mirrors the pictur e
axial relationship that organizes the s
pri maeagand patio side flood the I|living
emphasizingQgutdeocthdoane

22



Thfel oon ngllaaimMes a | arge dining room conn

a broad opening, with numerous windows
compact kitchen.acddhes Dieldlreo otmh wo mgh a do
wall of the |iving room, features two b
and one at the rear, bwittweea ©béatmr oocAud
bedr ooms, ut i batlyr oococosnpsy, tahnedult owezi h § o

sl oping sfuepctioorlailelags pma@ientwai ni ng t he b
orientation toward the views.

The covered patio at the rear of the

23



Detail of theAearIy aerial, showing the origi
Ri dge Road. Courtesy Palm Springs His

THE GUEST HOUSE

Cont empor anepruisnraeisti d etnltee, t he guest ho
circa 1928 as an integral component of
guest house utilizes the same materi al
pri maegi dence, creating architectur al
mai ntaining its own distinct character

24



Construction and Material s

The guest house empl oys i dentpirccaMar gon
resi dvehnaocé, i s built of holl ow Wl bbkacoac
tile roof . This consi stent mat er i al p a
compound while demonstrating the high

throughout the devel opment

Th prfiarnmfd)etheK.ngaeystZOthSuspehoto by the au

Pri nfagsaylleRi dge Road El evati on)

Il n contrast to the mor gr iehraebspirdaetnec ec,o ntphos
house presents a fdatalbenm@tRil dJge eRaad.i nT

25



el evation displays an, arl efolstdas tustuilgsiitda rair:

The@a dfeeatures a centr al door flanked s
casement wi ndows, creating a simple tr
functional clarity over decorative el ab
A relatively shallow red tile overhang

weat her protection for the entrance whi
of the @®@hesashahl ow overhang appears to

The frecaafdet he guest house. 1954 Kodachrome ho
Re &raa d(eCanyon El evation)

The f@makedesi greadpital i ze on the dramat.
estabVviiswala di alpogumewyi dbentse oflye el wo at

26
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atures a bal con,y ormesatthidogsre cloindi nfg 0D
oviding architectur al Il nterest throug

e balcony is supported by three tal/l
vel to a single wooden beam, creati |
chitectural pramgeggdemde twhkil e maint
stinyett champaetrer . Thi s -tbielaend srugp@for it Is
ong t he flaecnagdieh oo fi dti meg weat her protect
eating a strong horizont al emphasis t

e ssetonyg balcony features wooden hanc
| ate topthaormeyiodenchee but empl e fsitmpl
e guest house's subsidiary status. )
rizont al details found on the pri mar:’
e simple orthogonal boards rather tha
use. Thitd ochi fifne rdeen taii d l evel reinforc

t ween the buildgngeewall edensii gnhaumi ty

e wall behind the balcony accommodat e
nerous access Bblowidgofospabendadt

eveesnt i | ati drhecamltiemrg oof spaces. This a
e same commi-omedodorn ol ii midrog rt fhhrait macrhya r
sidence, adapted to the scale and f un

27
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guest house at 1752 Ridge Roa

The facalet he
ound Fl oor and Structur al |l nt egrati on
e first floor features a door positi
sement windows that provide natur al I
pports for the balcony floor create

mposition.

e fiadoiviec oopor ates -Ahoeltedadedkwobdt

e rear garden ar eapnex handtifch gtohren el d n d
| e providing an I ntermedi at e | eve
vironments. Thi s deck arrangement
tertaining that became centr al to the
nnection to Main Residence
e architectural rel at i otnhseh ippr idmed e reane
reinforced through a physical conne
ncrete brick wall featuring an arched
th visual and functional continuity.
reet l evel, providing convenient cir
i ntaining the compound's unified char

28
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WPA # 1405

!

Still from circa 1940 Kodachrome film about
Goul ding Compound is at the top of Ridge Roa
Courtesy Stock Footage Archive.

The Goulding Transformation: Compo
(198B%36)

Il n 1934, film director Edmund Goul ding
place for his 111 wife, Marjori e Moss,
early 1935, Goulding decided to purchas
ambiti ous altdawnt ipfr oj ect that would take
compfete.

Goul ding began assembling sever al adj oi
fourteen acres. Whi | e mo s t of t he | a
coll aborated with designer Tom Dougl as

4 The Desert SurMarch 13,1936
30



servant's quarters with an adjacent gar
avish entertaining of noted artists a
known i n the years | eading up to Worl d

Il n March 1936, the County Planning Com

Goulding's plans for his estate, i1nclud
I n Tahquitz Desert Estates t o provi de
propeFarymi dablpa, nwbdt éori ck pillars ann
were paired at each end of the two entr
gates to ensure privacy. Thewehbhhi aewhet

picket fence along the canyon side

Under Goul di ng' s direction, t he est
transformation that established a di st/
entire compound. Tom Douglas, a success
previously wor keud fomr dt heousri gioma lMrk . (
cruci al role i n expanding and refining
designing and decorating five separate
cottages and servants' quarters.

The architectur al foundati on used t he
construction painted white throughout
t her mal mass suitable for the desert (
emphasized the baidadttihgsbarfmnelmsti ITermroo
to match the wall s, creating visual CoOo
protection and heat reflection. A signa
to all windows and dooirnsc |tuhdrionugg htohuet gtuhee
added during Gouwlldmn ngtsit woatnderrasih iwio od e n
posts, beams, afmMdWdedecpaiahi ee wekeitweltso m
scheme.

5 Ibid.

31



Dougl amo il tsiped or i gi nal 1928 residence
encl osed upper pat-siode rlkkeanowsd tnrga dteh e alna
concrete stairs that created a direct
| andscaped grounds bel ow.

A still frm Dougl as Fairbanks, Sfr.ast93ZdDrKeda
the guest cottage at 1755 Ridge Road. Court

1755 Ridge Road (Primary Guest Cottage)

This structure was the | ar gxptanbBuiolht ai
served as the primary guest cottage at
primary residence and original guest h
materi al pal ette as the rest of the <cor
brick sttrhucd ugablwad whigifeei cldaer@r eld t ear r a
ti,) ewith wood doors and. windows painted

32



Pri magadféacing Ridge Road, the composi
with an asymmetri cal composition featur
casement windows.

RedracadAs constrfuatdreald 4 hleomgagaxpanse C
of the composition, with a deep tiled

the overalll roofline, credahiagladshada
outdoor patio overlooking the theyonghbt
t hyi sa wing jutted floirtkdeamrtd ,onwitthlre a rhb gli na
This part of the house was two stories,

Side Elevations: The south elevation wa
the guests in both guest cottages. A fi
gabl ed end. The north elevation was al

wi ndowsi nhcaevebesen punched through.

33



Still from circa 1940 Kodachrome film about P
Cottage at 1716 Ridge Road is at | dfatcafdleo t he
the primary resid€ovpcuetasylB5dDcRi oot Bgad /

11716 Ridge Road Guest Cottage

This TomdBPeughad structure was sited a
estaties annedstl ed i nto the rocks on the we
Ri dge Road and above granite boulder re

The structure is essentially square in
holl ow bl ock concrete brick and barrel
casement windows and doors were painted

The prfiawwatrdyei ng Ri dge Road now features
framed casement wi ndows, t hough histor

34



1940 suggests more and much | arger win
maj or damage in a 1943 fire, which migh

-
' A S—

Theranite retsatienpsngl ewmaadilngnudp to the entry |

wi ndows o®tacelewiemgtover theam3am3 odrhims®\si4dei Hd me

and shows Angie Rhodes and her husbandh@&ack,

coupl e r.enmtnepd e¥8X¥6 and brother | ived at 1752
Fil ms.

35



Up several winding steps from Ridge Roa
enters a roofedOengrpaphyi ot hes dweg.ta or

with a tiled roof over hang, | ower t har
supported by wvertical wood posts suppo
balustrade detail mat chi ndiet lpatoFpredrnt y h e

her e, t s ufgaadw el featured a front doo
casement windbamdlRradIhalsdaticony matchin
bal conies on the other guest <cottages.

Much of the integrity lodseteme | dettaiolvse ro ft
The entry has beecnl urnmescyo nsftiugcucroe da rwi-htehd ae |
roofed entry replacing the original sin

The prfiamafdyet he ”QﬁerstA c‘ot‘rt-age“pnatdildflﬁt Ri g ee R
stucco arches added at a |l ater date. M a

36



The hac@afdlet he guest cottage at 1716 Ridge Ro:
| ater addition. Also, the rear walls on eith
photo by the author

2.Ser vant sanQ@u aG atreargse

This series of two structures i1includes
or servantssqudred @t rsumatidr e, with a sn
the right. A series of wood doors and

structures at the site.

37



The servantds quarters and adjacent garage st
aut hor .

38



Sited slightly below this iIis tha gadage
tiled roof. I-at n-bheaasm af ahceéfadveyn épto stth € h wood
doors enclosing the garage stalls.

Li ke the adj acent wsgturewlsdt wrod & aagree itrh epsceo
wi shgnificant structural .dntegrity 1isst

THE LANDSCAPE OF THE GPWWUDLI N&. ESVEARE
LANDSCAPE ARCHI TECT

Theite as nanedwhoesligmwatghet st ructluareds wwa i é

t hrough adbooc@ati on with Paul Hamil ton Av
architect who specialized in desert and
1906, I n Ledyard, New Yor k, HoAvHkaryac e

represented a new generation ofoothnds
classicalanBunt hge drur g e oanridiegna B¢ d easm isansetl | g
the unique requirementseaft.California's

Avery's educational background combi nec
excellence. Both Hewanmnde, nldied IBSramt Ddre go

they played football, before continui ng
an English major at Stanford in 1926,

Edit h, wh o had attend&®9 St §infeocharnoet hem
champion football pl ayers at Stanfor d,
woul d | ater serve Paul welnlstirmchi ® nd evioa
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A Brotherly Team!

x»

A e i

Howard Avery at Ié.ft,‘ and brxoc‘)BhandM’ca\ddmberri gh,t
1928
Il n the summer of 1928, Avery undertook
Engl and and Switzerl and, visiting more
gardens.t oflchk spltacde during a unique peri
opened to the public for the first ti me
hospital s. Avery took hundreds of phot ¢
the Royal Horticul tur al Show i n May, |

demonstrated that amdatadrnmeolstarernan gerentr ely
garden design.

Upon returnindgaub €&adiAfHengigad,n a | ands

design/ builslpddiran,i zwehd cihn rock wal |l cCo
flagstones for pat hs, steps, terraces,
notable work at the Mt. Helix amphithea
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Ed Fletcher's Mal iHedrinimamgrsGapredeetnn.ot ed t

Avery Dbrothers were doing "fine though
whil e both were students at San Diego
i ndustry and ambition and ability wil!/

rocks of this county.

By 1930, &Alveesrtyabhadshed himself as a | ec
on the European rock gardens he had stu
the San Diego area. During the 1930s, I
Executive Staff ofkitnhge ad aonn gbsiiedgeo aZrocoh,i tw
of fice and studio were | ocated at "the V

Throughout the 1930s and 1940s, nNewsapaf
on Avery's elegant and creative garder
region. Li,He whi ¢d-10B&QBerPaul served in V

the war, he transiti maedlny Nodé¢ Wwel op rGan
and appears to have retired from | andsc
Montana in 2000uat age ninety

6 California GardenMarch 1930
7 Daily Times-AdvocateEscondido, Apr 20, 1939.
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Douglas Fairbanks, Sr. and his Great Dane des

pool area behind the primary residence. Not e

pool 6s coping, important .i nGQowrattd oyn sUCA sHkvii In
Tel evision Archive.

Avery's Hardscape Design at the Goul din

Paul Avery's wobHlsk atxe mphlei fGoaud da nmast er f

built and natur al eoneéer cofmeht s, mbetor
achievements. According to contemporar.y
| mpr ewatiewre f eature system that included
front of the structures on Ridge Road,
Sswi mming pool bel ow. While no historic
| ocaamed no bri dgthiexi stuhgigsd sddsseyme nt may
filled in during subsequent modificati o
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