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Politics, architecture
meet 1n Palm Springs

Skip Descant
The Desert Sun

In many cities that
space between politics
and architecture is often
a narrow one; but per-
haps especially so in

Palm Springs.
“Thank goodness for
the recent election,

where we elected a new
mayor, two new council
people who are very con-
siderate of historic sites.
And so the feeling of the
(City) Council switched
from tearing down his-
torical sites to preserv-
ing them,” reflected lo-
cal modernist architect
Hugh Kaptur during a
Modernism Week lec-
ture where Kaptur dis-
cussed some of his pro-
jects with local preser-
vationist Gary Johns.

Their talk Monday, in
front of a packed crowd
in the lecture space at
Modernism Week’s Com-
munity and Meeting
Place, reminisced about
Kaptur’s career that has
spanned some 60 years in
Palm  Springs. And
though Kaptur has
worked for clients with
names as bold-faced as
William Holden or Steve
McQueen, in the last
year Kaptur's name sur-
faced hundreds of times
on social media and news
stories if only because of
a small collection of
mid-1970s office build-
ings he designed known
as Tahquitz Plaza.

It was the classic sto-
ry of a developer want-
ing to tear the buildings
down for a new project,
and a city’s preservation
community rallying its
political muscle to fight
the demolition.

“It was a contentious
year. It went back and
forth with daily head-
lines,” recalled Johns, a
local realtor and also a
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Tahquitz Plaza is a collection of four mid-1970s office
buildings in Palm Springs designed by Hugh Kaptur.

member of the board of
directors of the Palm
Springs  Preservation
Foundation. “The devel-
oper strongly arguing
for the demolition of the
buildings. The preserva-
tion community strongly
advocating for the pres-
ervation of the building-
s.”Nexus Development,
the owner of Tahquitz
Plaza, aimed to develop
the site and a neighbor-
ing property into a 91-
unit mixed-use develop-
ment it was calling Aber-
deen.

“I certainly didn’t
want to see it torn down,”
Kaptur said of Tahquitz
Plaza. “If it was for a pro-
ject that would have con-
formed to the zoning,
that would have been one
thing. But the project
that was being proposed
didn’t comply with the
zoning ordinance, the
height limits, the density.
It didn’t comply with
anything.”

The plan never re-
ceived approval by the
city’s Planning Commis-
sion, in part because the
design held too many
flaws, commissioners

said at the time.

The issue was further
complicated when it be-
came known that then-
Mayor Steve Pougnet
had a business relation-
ship with local developer
Richard Meany, who has
been affiliated with Nex-
us.

In early December,
just minutes after taking
their oaths of office, the
city’s new mayor and two
new council members
joined a unanimous vote
to declare Tahquitz Pla-
za, a Class I Historic Site,
the highest preservation
designation offered by
Palm Springs. The move
was also embraced by
Nexus, which  has
pledged a restoration
project for the buildings.
Kaptur will serve as a
consultant for the resto-
ration project.

“So hopefully in the
not too distant future we
will see a restoration of
Tahquitz Plaza,” said
Johns, who added, the
win for the preservation
community, “speaks to
the importance of elec-
tions.”



