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Demolition of mid- Century
modern home postponed
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Demolition of an Alexander
Construction Company-built

mid-century modern home has

 been postponed by a Palm
Springs commission following
complaints by neighbors and
residents who said destroying
the home could ruin the charac-
ter of the neighborhood.

The Palm Springs Historic
Site Preservation Board on
Tuesday stayed a request to
knock down and rebuild ahome
at 252 N. Sunset Way. Property
owner Kevin Vanderzanden
had filed an application to de-
molish the home, which as a
class three historic site has to
be reviewed by the preserva-
tion body.

About a dozen neighbors,
residents and Palm Springs ar-
chitecture aficionados spoke at
the meeting, the majority of
whom asked the board not to al-
low the demolition to move for-
ward. Multiple people said they
were worried allowing the
owners to knock down the
home would create a danger-
ous precedent and that mid-
century homes like the one in
question were part of what
makes Palm Springs what it is.

The five board members
present unanimously voted to
grant a 120-day pause on the

demolition. The four month

postponement will give those
concerned citizens time to
study the neighborhood and at-
tempt to achieve enhanced his-
toric preservation status for
the area.

Contractor and resident

~ Sean Gaines represented the

owners who live in Seattle. He
said the Vanderzandens
planned to retire at the house
on Sunset at the end of this year
or beginning of the next.
“They picked that neighbor-
hood specifically because of
the architecture,” he said.
“They are enthusiastic about
mid-century modern aesthet-
ics. However, this particular
house has so many internal

probIems with it that the cost

‘benefit of major renovation

and addition was more expen-
sive than tearing it down and
beginning anew.”

Gaines said there were sig-
nificant issues with the founda-
tion, plumbing and electrical
systems. A city staff report put

the home in “fair” condition.

He added the proposed new
home had been carefully de-
signed to match the rest of the
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The Palm Springs Historic Site Preservation Board temporarlly postponed the demolition of a mld—century
modern home in Palm Sprmgs, seen here on Wednesday. :

neighborhood and the about
600 square feet of added living
space would not be seen from
the street.

Palm Springs Preservatlon !
Foundation president Erik Ro-
senow implored the board to
halt the demolition. He attrib-
uted the design of the home to
fained architect William Kri-
sel.
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edv@
leay@




