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No formal plan

for plaques to be |

moved for prOJect Stars
Tilh‘; :mpeﬁa tontinued fro;n Al

Stars durmgaconstmctmn won't
be forgottenior stored for years
on end like Coffman’s.
5 The stars of Bob Hope, Frank
Sinatra and Fred Waring are
among the 50 memorials that
will eventually be removed
along Palm Canyon Drive to ac-
commodate the project, said
Bob Alexander, president of the

PALM SPRINGS — The marble star
honoring Nellie C. ( offman, themoth~ :
er of Palm Springs ) ourism;
basement level of ,he Desert
Plaza - parkmg stryc )
t}uck dust ’

grounid garage o_ i

< I Walk of Stars program
pmtzgtat ag'n‘i% An official plan for the stars
- nbtgo ye 516 has not yet been maqie but City
sang, TR OF Manager David Ready said the
; Sprmgs*ms foricali uc1ety * plaques that are removed will

.. be incorporated into the new
. Streetscape. .
Michael Braun, senior vice

“4eThe twol markers ‘Weré removed
abgut’ ight. earg.h aégo 1:;36% anewfa:
¢ade’was pupdn.thep ono’s star’ : : 3
has since’ been réplaced with a iew ggﬁéiintsmghtﬁe?t’fr?“?ﬁgle
one it front of his, bronze. Stame at - " gddressed in their detailed
Mercado Plaza, bitt mot Coffman'’s. .- landscape plans for the project,
Theirlocation is raising eyebrows, . which will be submitted by the
and with the demolitioni of the Desert ~ end of February.
Fashion Plaza sometime this springto . “We're very sensitive to that
make 'way for Wessman Develop- .| issueandourintentand our goal
ment’s downtown pmject some pee- | is to ... preserve those stars,”
ple want assurances that anything re- Ready said.
Irtoved from the Palm Sprmgs Walk of Once the stars are removed,
. Alexander said he deesn’t think
* they'll be salvageable because
of the concrete attached.
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They'll have to be totally re-
laced at a cost of about
00,000, or $2,000 per star.

“This is a great tourist at-
traction with no cost to the tour-
ist or taxpayer. I'm sure the city
realizes that,” he said. “They as-
sured me they will come up with
a viable answer, and I'm sure
that they will.”

Ready said either the city or
Wessman Development or a
combination of both would pay
for the replacement and/or in-
stallation of the removed stars.

“I’d kind of like'to see some-
thing in writing that says they
will be replaced so (they) won’t
be lest completely,” said Vogel-
sang.

“Here these people have paid
this money. to have them. They
should be protected.”

The Palm Springs Walk of
Stars is a not-for-profit corpora-
tion, Star honorees or their fant-
ilies typically pay for the stars.

Developer John Wessman is
proposing to demolish most of
the mall and replace it with
three new blocks along Palm
Canyon Drive that will include
retail, restaurants, officesand a
six-story Kimpton brand hotel.

Palm Springs voters last
year approved a one percentage
point sales tax increase to raise

Wessm&n revitalize the mall,

- The Desert Inn,” he said.

200 million over 25 years, with -
143 million . set aside to-: help
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Palm: Springs resident and
preservatxomst Gary Johns was
surprxsed to discover Coff-i:
man’s star sitting in the base-
ment, discarded and dingy. - .

“She‘v-’%smgle-handedly put
Palm Springs on the map with.

Owned by Coffman, the Des-i"
ert Inn used to be where the:
Desert Fashion Plaza carrently * -

‘stands and was home to many "

Hollywood elite vacationers.

“She's credited really with
being the mother of tourism. -
When she opened Desert Inn,
she turned Palm Springs into a
tourist town,” Vogelsang said.

Alexander said he also had
no idea Coffman’s star was be-
ing stored in the basement of
the parking garage. :

When Coffman’s star was
first removed around 2004, he.
said he spoke with the family,
who wanted to wait until the
mall project was finished so it
could be installed at its original
location. He said the walk of
star program would pay for a
new.star. “As far as I know, I'm
sure we can get it awfully close
by where it was originally,” he
said.




