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June 28, 2015

Flinn Fagg, AICP

Director of Planning Sarvices
Clty of Palm Springs

3200 E Tahqultz Canyon Way
Palm Springs, CA 82262

RE: Agua Calianie Band of Cahuilla Indians Historic Preservation Policy Statament

Dear Mr. Fagg:

The mission of the Agua Caliente Band of Cahullla Indians (ACBCI) Tribal Historic
Pressrvalion Office (THPO) is o foster, improve and protect the cultural herliage of the Tribe,
on and off the Reservation, for future genarations of tha Agua Callenta People. The Historic
Prasarvation Offica will work with the Tribal Members, the Tribal Councll, other Tribal
dapariments, programs, and agancles to meet |ts misslon,

The Agua Caliente Band of CahuBla Indians, haraby, submits to the Cily of Palm Springs its
newdy codified Historic Preservation Policy Slatemant for the City's referance and records,
The implementation of the policy statement seeks to promote an approach to resource
management and achieve a balance batween devalopment and prasanvation valuas within
the Agua Callente Indian Reservalion.

If you have any questions, please fesl fres to contact Tom Davis, Chief Planning and
Development Officer at (760) 680-6960 or by emall at idavis@a uana!lantaunsn oV oF
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Thorpas J. Davis, AICP Patricla Garcla
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AGUA CALTENTE BAND OF CAHUILLA INDIANS

POLICY STATEMENT
REGARDING
HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Adopted by the Aguoa Caliente Tribal Council
May 8, 2015
Agua Caliente Indian Reservation

The Agua Celiente Band of Cahuilla Indians palicy on historic preservation is:

1. The Trbal Historic Preservation Officer is the designated steward of the Tribe's heritape and
ia charged with protecling, preserving and managing historic and eullural resources on all lands
within the exterior boundaries of the Agua Calienie Indian Reservation, regandless of land siatus,
a5 well 05 (he Tribe's Traditional Use Area.

2. Determinations of histeric and/or cultural significence within the reservation and Traditional
Use Area are the responsibility of the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer and shall be based
upan the guidelines provided by the Metional Park Service and the Tribe's Historic Preservation
Munagement Plan and Research Design,

3. The Tribe relies upon the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 1o make determinations that
directly affect the Apua Caliente Indian Reservation regarding archilecture considered for local
listing and matiers of historic or cultural significance.

4. Although cities, states, or other organizations may make a determination regarding properties
pursunil 1o applicable lows of their junisdiction, the Trbe will alse make o determinalion
regarding historic and cultural significence pursuant to the suthority vested in the Tribe and the
Tribal Historic Preservation Office pursuont to federal and tribal law.

Backpround

Apua Calienle Band of Cahuilln Indians have occupied the Coachella Valley region from fime
immemorial. As stewards of the Tribe’s heritage, the Agua Calienie Band of Cehuilla Indians has
designated the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (“THFO") responsible for the protestion,
preservation, and management of a wide amey of Historic Propertics and Cultural Resoorees
such as archaeological sites, historic-period properiies, as well as expanses of land which are of
traditional or ceremonial importance to Tribal membership. The responsibilities of the THPO
are not limited o the confines of the curent Beservalion, bul exiend well bevond Reservation
boundaries to include a large swath of termitory extending as far east as the Colorado River and




waest to include the San Jacinto and Santa Rosa Moontains. In arder to best protect the cultural
leritage while simullaneously promoting the economic development and advancement of the
Tribe and its membership, the THPO has developed a Historic Preservation Policy to provide
guidance in regards to Historic Presarvation on the Agoa Caliente Indian Rescrvation and TUA.
THEQ Authorily

City, County, Federal, and Stale agencies arc encouraged to use this policy as & reference for the
application of Historic Presecvalion responsibilities in regards (o (be Mational Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA), American Indian Religious Freedom Act, Execulive Order 13007 on
Indian Secred Sites, Native Amercan Graves Prolection and Beputrigtion Act (NAGPEAY,
Archaenlogical Resource Protection Act (ARPA), State Public Resources codes, State Heallh
and Safety codes, the California Environmental Act (CEQA), Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52), and
Scnate Bill 1§ (8B 18), the California Register of Historical Resources, and Califomia
Govemnor's Execulive Order B-10-11, Fedem] and Siste agencics must consull with Indwman
Tribes on Historic Propertics and Cultural Resourcas regardiess of their location (inclusive of the
TUA and Agua Calienle Indian Reservation). NHPA section P.L. 102-575 allows federnlly
recopnized Indion Tribes to (ake on formal responsibilities lor the preservation of significent
Higtoric Propertics on tribal lands. Specifically, Section 101{d)(2) allows Tribes to assume any
and all ol the Munction of & State Historic Preservation OfMicer (SHPOD) with respect to tribal land.
Addilionally, agencies are reguired lo consult with the THPO in lieu of the SHPO for
undertakings cccurring on, or alfecling Historic Properties on (ribal lands. The Agna Calienie

THPO assumed these responaibilities through designation sz a THPO with the National Park
Service In 2005,




