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Wexler building

There’s no reason to tear it down

Re: “Want to save a building? Buy it,” Bruce
Bonafede, Aug. 5.

Bonafede’s smug letter, which suggests that lo-
cal preservationists “buy” the Palm Sprmgs ngh
School Administration building, shows he is 1gno—
rant of our organization’s considerable commum-
ty advocacy on this topic.

As a public edifice, the administration building
is owned by the people and we have consistently -
argued that the proposed demolition plans are
wasteful and unnecessary. This sturdy structure,
which happens to be architecturally and histori-
cally important, should be repurposed to meet the
school’s needs. To do otherwise is a waste of tax-
payer money. Our organization even had a local
architect develop detailed plans to show the
school how they could repurpose the building.

Secondly, while Bonafede postures about prop-
erty rights he conveniently fails to mention prop-
erty obligations. Most reasonable people agree
that owners of historic buildings have a civic obli-
gation to be good stewards of those bulldlngs Ca-
sually throwing-such buildings away is not only
bad for the planet but bad for the community.

Finally, as a practical matter, bad property own-
ers are too common and preservationists too few.
Preservationists can only point out to property
owners the wastefulness and absurdity of de-
stroying what can never be replaced.

— Ron Marshall, president,
Palm Springs Preservation Foundation



