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Aberdeen
project
remains
in play

Palm Springs dodges
developer’s maneuver

By Skip Descant
The Desert Sun

Late in the day on Thursday, just before the
Palm Springs planning department began
packing up for the day, a rapid development of
unexpected events seemed to place a group of
four office buildings known as Tahquitz Plaza
perilously close to the wrecking ball.

Nexus Companies — the developer behind
the proposed Aberdeen, a condo and mixed-
use development — filed a letter with the city
asking that the project be withdrawn from
consideration. :

Nexus offered no explanation for the move.
But if city leaders had agreed, it could have
opened the door for a separate permit to knock
down the existing buildings — permission that
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can't be granted while a project is still
under consideration.

“By this letter, O & M MR, LLC and
Nexus Development Corporation here-
by withdraw and abandon all pen
land useappllcatwns associated with the
Aberdeen ,” reads a letter sent to
Flinn Fagg, e citys divector of plan.
ning services.

About 3 p.m. Thursday, Peter Moruz-
2, a member of the preservation group

m Springs Modern Committee, said
Teln the developers planned ofol-
low this
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“It certainly was odd ... But in the end, it maintains the
status quo. So the project maintains as it was, and
there’s no demolition permit.”

DAVID READY
Palm Springs City Manager

any moves toward demolition — a road
that would seem to be more easily paved
if the Aberdeen project were rescinded
emu'el

“Despite any attempts by the develop-
er of the Aberdeen project to game the
system by filing a withdrawal of the ap-
plication for the planned development
district,” wrote Amy Minteer;, an attor-
ney with the firm Chatten-Brown &
Carsten: the

ol o et somme o existing
office buildings on the site.

‘The buildings, built in the early 1970s,
are the work of local architect Hugh
Kaptur

“It sounded outrageous, and ridicu-
lous; but we had to take it seriously,” Mo-
ruzzi said Friday.

oruzzi and others from Palm
Springs Mod Com and the Palm Springs
Preservation Foundation rallied to halt

Modern Committee.
“The demolition remains part of a
larger discretionary project and demoli-
tion permits cannot be issued until en
ronmental review for the greater pro-
ject has been complet
City Manager David
Ready Seid no demaolition pertat was i

sue
“We never got that far,” Ready said on
Friday.

In fact, soon after the request to with-
draw the Aberdeen project was filed,
Nexus filed another request to keep Ab”

erdeen alive as an active project.

“There was a discussion to move for-
ward toward that (demo permit,) but we
never got that far because they rescind-
ed their letter to take the application
out,” Ready said. “S0 we never kinda got
there.”

Rob Eres, vice-president of develop-
‘ment for Nexus Companies, could not be
reached for comment on Friday.

The Aberdeen condo

building:
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has been anything but easy, with both the
city’s architectural advisory committee
and planning commission rejecting the
design on numerous grounds.

Since then, Nexus appealed the plan'
ning commission denial t
Springs City Council. But a pubhc hear-
ing was put on hold Wednesday due to a
Tack of quorum on the council.

ouncil members were absent,
while Mayor Steve Pougnet is required
to recuse himself from discussion and
voting on the project because of his on-
going business relationship with Rich-
ard Meaney, a principal with Nexus
Companies, the development firm be-
hind Aberdeen.

“It certainly was odd,” Ready said of
Lhe events on Thursday afternoon.

proposed for Palm Springs remains an
active project. It is expected m be con-
sidered by the council on May

The project has been at the Senter of

onoe Butm the end, it maintains the sta-
tus quo. So the project maintains as it
was, and there’s no demolition permit.
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