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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Palm Springs Preservation Foundation (PSPF) is a non-profit organization 
whose mission is ñto educate and promote public awareness of the importance of 
preserving the historical resources and architecture of the city of Palm Springs and 
the Coachella Valley area.ò 
 
On April 7, 2017 the PSPF board of directors, in consultation with the owners of 
the George F. & Marcia Barrett Residence, assigned the task of writing the 
residenceôs Class 1 Historic Site nomination to board members Ron & Barbara 
Marshall. 
 
The Ownersô Letter of Support is at Appendix I. 
 
  



HSPB 
2NOV17                                                   4                                                    
  

 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

SIGNIFICANCE: The George F. & Marcia Barrett Residence (hereinafter referred 
to as the ñBarrett Residenceò) was constructed in 1955 at 1323 South Driftwood 
Drive in Palm Springs, California.  City of Palm Springs building permit No. 7323 
(dated February 14, 1955) lists a ñ7 Room Dwelling [of] Frame & Stucco, Tropicool 
roof, by plan,ò and square footage as ñ4,155 houseò and ñ450 carport.ò  The permit 
also identifies ñG. F. Barrettò as the owner and ñJ. S. Pawlingò as the contractor.  
As an important and largely intact example of a custom modernist structure, the 
private residence exhibits numerous stylistic markers that place it within the historic 
context of Palm Springsô modern period.  Additionally, the Barrett Residenceôs 
association with actor William Holden is deemed significant.   
 
DESIGNATION CRITERIA: The Barrett Residence has not previously been 
evaluated for Class 1 Historic Site eligibility but does appear on Architectural 
Resources Groupôs City of Palm Springs Historic Resources Survey (2004) and 
Historic Resources Groupôs Citywide Historic Resources Inventory (2015) (Draft). 
 
A brief summary of the evaluation contained in this nomination is as follows:   
 
8.05.020 (a) paragraph 2 - Persons:  The Barrett Residence is ñassociated with 
[the] lives of persons who made meaningful contribution[s] to national, state or 
local history,ò specifically actor William Holden (who owned the residence from 
1966-1977).  Therefore, the residence qualifies for listing as a Class 1 Historic Site 
under Criterion 2. 
 
8.05.020 (a) paragraphs 3, 4 & 5 - Design/Construction:  The Barrett Residence 
is eligible under the theme of Modern architecture because it possesses numerous 
distinctive characteristics that make up the modernist style including post-and-
beam construction, overall horizontality, flat roofs, use of inexpensive mass-
produced materials (like concrete block) and man-made materials suitable to the 
harsh desert environment (including steel, glass, concrete, etc.), deep eaves (to 
moderate the solar heat) and an architectural design that blurs the line between 
the indoors and outdoors.  Therefore, for its distinctive characteristics and for its 
high artistic values, the residence qualifies as a Class 1 Historic Site under Criteria 
3, 4 and 5. 

 
SUMMARY: This evaluation finds the Barrett Residence eligible for listing as a 
Palm Springs Historic Site under 8.05.020 (a) paragraphs 2, 3, 4 and 5 of the local 
ordinanceôs seven criteria.  Additionally, the Barrett Residence retains the 
necessary degree of integrity (see Section 7, ñIntegrity Analysisò). 
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                     CITY OF PALM SPRINGS 
Department of 

Planning Services 
3200 East Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm 

Springs, CA 92262 
Telephone: 760-323-8245 

Fax: 760-322-8360 
 

 

HISTORIC SITE DESIGNATION 
 

The City of Palm Springs allows for the local designation of historic buildings, sites or 
districts within the City (Section 8.05 of the Palm Springs Municipal Code.) This 
application packet is to be completed in order to request a historic designation.  For 
additional information, please contact the Department of Planning Services at 760-323-
8245 or planning@palmspringsca.gov. 

 
APPLICATION 
The completed application and required materials may be submitted to the 
Department of Planning Services. The submittal will be given a cursory check and will 
be accepted for filing only if the basic requirements have been met. A case planner will 
be assigned to the project and will be responsible for a detailed review of the 
application and  all  exhibits  to  ensure  that  all  required  information  is  adequate  
and  accurate. Incomplete applications due to missing or inadequate information will not 
be accepted for filing. Applicants may be asked to attend scheduled meetings pertaining 
to their project.  These will include the Historic Site Preservation Board (HSPB) and the 
City Council. 

 
HISTORIC SITE PRESERVATION BOARD (HSPB) 
Once the application has been determined to be complete, the HSPB will review the 
application to determine whether the site meets the minimum qualifications for 
designation pursuant to Chapter 8.05 of the Palm Springs Municipal Code. If such 
determination is made, a public hearing will be scheduled for a future meeting. 

 
A public hearing will be held by the HSPB to receive testimony from all interested 
persons concerning the Historic Site Designation. The public hearing may be 
continued from time to time, and upon complete consideration, the HSPB will make a 
recommendation to the City Council.  Notice will be provided as indicated below. 

 
CITY COUNCIL 
After receiving the recommendation of the Historic Site Preservation Board, a public 
hearing will be held by the City Council to receive testimony from all interested 
persons concerning the requested Historic Site Designation. The public hearing may be 
continued from time to time, and upon complete consideration, the City Council will 
then conditionally approve, deny, or approve the application as submitted. The City 
Council's decision on the application is final. 

 
NOTIFICATION 
Prior to consideration of the application by the HSPB and the City Council, a notice of 
public hearing for an Historic Site Designation request will be mailed to all property 
owners within 400 feet of the subject property a minimum of ten (10) days prior to the 
hearing dates. 

mailto:planning@palmspringsca.gov.
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Date: 

Case No. 

HSPB No. 

Planner: 

 

 
 

 
 
 

CITY OF PALM SPRINGS 
Department of Planning Services 

 

Office Use Only 

 

HISTORIC SITE DESIGNATION APPLICATION 
 
TO THE APPLICANT: 
Your cooperation in completing this application and supplying the information requested will expedite 
City review of your application.  Application submitted will not be considered until all submittal 
requirements are met. Staff may require additional information depending upon the specific project. 
Please submit this completed application and any subsequent material to the Department of Planning 
Services. 

 
This form is to be used to nominate individual properties for Class 1 or 2 historic designations, or to 
nominate the formation of historic districts. Applicants are encouraged to review two bulletins from the 
US Department of Interior for additional information: 
 
¶  ñHow  to  Complete  National  Register  of  Historic  Places  Registration  Formò  

(National Register Bulletin 16A / 
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb16a/); and 

 
¶ ñHow to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluationò (National Register Bulletin 15; 

         http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb15/). 
 
Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested.  If 
any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For 
functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and 
subcategories from the instructions in the Bulletins. 
 

 

1. Property Information 

 
Historic name:  George F. & Marcia Barrett Residence 

Other names:  William Holden Estate 

Address:  1323 South Driftwood Drive, Palm Springs, CA 92264 

Assessor Parcel Number:  508-402-005-8 (See Appendix II) 

Ownerôs Name(s):  Mark & Jane Garrison 

Ownerôs Address:  1323 South Driftwood Drive 

City:  Palm Springs    State:  CA    Zip:  92264 

Telephone:   

Fax number:  Not applicable 

E-mail address:  
 

 

 

http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb16a/);
http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb15/).
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2. Classifications 

 

Ownership of Property. Fill as many boxes as apply. 

ƴ Private 
Ǐ Public - Local  
Ǐ Public - State  
Ǐ Public - Federal 

 

Category of Property. Fill only one box. 

ƴ Building (Note can include site) 

Ǐ District 
Ǐ Site (Exclusive of Structures) 
Ǐ Structure 
Ǐ Object 

 

Number of Resources within Property. TOTAL must include at least One (1) in Contributing Column. 
  

Contributing Non-contributing  
       1              Buildings  
       1  Sites (listed separately for clarification) 
                      Structures 
  Objects 
       2                          Total 

 
 

If the building or site is part of a larger group of properties, enter the name of the multiple-property 
group; otherwise enter "N/A". 
N/A. 
 

3. Use or Function 

  
 Historic Use or Function: Private residence  

 Current Use or Function: Private residence  
 
 

4. Description 

 
Architect:  N/A (constructed by master builder Joe Pawling, see page 11) 

Construction Date and Source:  February 14, 1955 City of Palm Springs Building Permit No. 7323 

Architectural Classification:  International Style - Desert Regional Variation 

Construction Materials: 

Foundation: Concrete slab on grade                Roof: Composition 

Walls: Post-and-beam construction 

covered with slumpstone block 

parged with cement mortar, then 

stuccoed with cement mortar 

             Other: N/A 
 

 

Building Description: Attach a description of the Building/Site/District, including all character 
defining features, on one or more additional sheets.  
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5. Criteria (Fill all boxes that apply for the criteria qualifying the property for listing.) 

 
 

Events 
 

Ǐ (1) Fill this box if the property is associated with events that have made a significant 

contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 
 
 
Persons 

 
ƴ (2) Fill this box if the property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our 
past. 

 
 

Architecture 

 
ƴ (3) Fill this box if the property reflects or exemplifies a particular period of national, State 
or local history, or 
 
ƴ (4) Fill this box if the property e mbodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period,  
or method of construction, or 
 

ƴ (5) Fill this box if the property r epresents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic 

values, or 
 

Ǐ (6) Fill this box if the property r epresents a significant and distinguishable entity 

whose components lack individual distinction. 
 
 

Archeology 
 

Ǐ (7) Fill this box if the property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in 

prehistory or history. 
 

Other Criteria Considerations (Check all the boxes that apply.) 

Ǐ  the property is owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes  
Ǐ  the property has been removed from its original location 

Ǐ  the property is  a birthplace   

Ǐ  the property is a grave or cemetery 

Ǐ  the property is a reconstructed building, object, or structure 

Ǐ  the property is commemorative 

Ǐ  the property is less than 50 years of age or has achieved significance within the past 50 

years  
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6. Statement of Significance 
 
 
Summary 
 
The Barrett Residence at 1323 South Driftwood Drive was constructed on ñlots 7, 8, 15, 
and 16 of DEEP WELL RANCH ESTATES NO. 7 as shown by map on file in Book 25, 
page 27 of maps, Riverside County Recordsò (see Appendix III).  
 
First Owners, George F. and Marcia Barrett 
  
Local Records.  George Francis Barrett, Jr. (November 17, 1907-December 2, 1980) 
served as Illinois Attorney General from 1941 to 1949.  His father, George F. Barrett, 
Sr., was chief justice of the Cook County (Illinois) Circuit Court.  Upon retirement, 
George and his wife Marcia moved to Palm Springs and involved themselves in local 
charities.  There are several hundred mentions of George and/or Marcia Barrett in the 
Desert Sun newspaper between December of 1940 and April of 1978.   

 

 
 

The entry for the Barretts from the 1962 edition of 
 Personages (the local social register) showing professional and club affiliations. 

 
Addresses associated with the Barretts from various editions of local telephone books 
include (by year(s) and address): 1951, 1952, 1953 and 1954 at 1647 South Calle 
Rolph; 1955, 1956, 1957, 1958, 1959, 1961, 1962, 1963, 1964, 1965 and 1966 at 1323 
Driftwood Drive; 1967 at 71251 Sahara Road; 1968, 1969, 1970, 1971, 1972 and 1973 
at 475 Vereda Norte; and 1975, 1976 and 1977 at 470 Camino Del Norte. 
 
Additional research on George and Marcia Barrett was deemed of limited value as 
Criterion 2 of the local code (which recognizes properties ñassociated with the lives of 
persons who made a meaningful contribution to the national, state or local historyò) is 
only asserted for actor William Holden (a later owner).  While the Barretts were socially 
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prominent and accomplished individuals, they do not rise to the level of having made a 
ñmeaningful contributionò to the local history.  
 
Second Owner, William Holden 
 
American actor William Holden was born ñWilliam Franklin Beedle, Jr.ò on April 17, 1918 
in OôFallon, Illinois.  Holden died on November 12, 1981 in Santa Monica, California. 
 
While many local residences have brief and insignificant connections to their famous 
owners, internationally-renowned film actor William Holden owned the Barrett 
Residence from September of 1966 to March of 1977 (see Appendix III).  During his 
ownership, Holden made a number of physical changes to the home reinforcing his 
association with the property.  Further reinforcing his association with Palm Springs, 
Holden had a house built on nearby Southridge in 1977.  
 
In view of Holdenôs significant association with the property, and his meaningful 
contributions to the national history, Criterion 2 of the local code is asserted in this 
nomination.  One of the most complete summaries of Holdenôs impressive career can 
be found in his obituary published in the November 17, 1981 edition of The New York 
Times newspaper (see Appendix IV).  
 

Additional Owners 
 
Primary sources show the chain of ownership for 1323 South Driftwood Drive as 
follows: 
 
      Date    Owner(s) 
 
 April 17, 2017   Mark & Jane Garrison (current owners) 
 June 3, 2014   Rodrigo Vargas 
 July 14, 2011   Mansion 617, LLC1 
 March 3, 2007   The Acme Springbok Trust2 
 February 28, 2007  Linda Wang Jackson & David F. Jackson 
 January 4, 2006   The Acme Springbok Trust 
 November 21, 2003  The Acme 1323 Trust3 
 November 18, 2003  David F. Jackson & Linda Wang Jackson 
 July 23, 2003   Acme 1323 Trust 
 September 23, 1999  David F. Jackson & Linda Wang Jackson 
 January 16, 1996  Steven B. Reid & Janet M. Reid 
 April 24, 1992   Luis Barrenechea4 
 April 20, 1992   Luis Barrenechea 
 March 6, 1992   S. M. Accommodator, Inc.5 
 December 23, 1986  Shammas Enterprises6 
 March 24, 1977   Felix Chevrolet Co.6 

March 24, 1977   Eugene Grace 
April 16, 1972   William Holden7 
September 12, 1966  William Holden 
January 20, 1954  George F. & Marcia Barrett 
January 20, 1954  Deep Well Colony Estates, Incorporated 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Notes:  
1Address of record for Mansion 617, LLC was 617 N. June Street, Los Angeles, CA 90004 (this is the 
same address of record for Rodrigo Vargas). 
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Notes (continued):  
2Linda Wang Jackson & David F. Jackson, Co-Trustees 
3David F. Jackson & Linda Wang Jackson, Trustees 
4Quitclaim Deed executed by actress Tippi (Hedren) Barrenechea who was married to steel industry 
executive Luis Barrenechea from 1985-1995.  Hedrenôs association with the house is not significant 
enough to meet Criterion 2 of the local code. 
5When recorded deed was to be mailed to Luis Barrenechea at 1323 Driftwood.  
6Nicholas N. Shammas was a prominent Los Angeles civic leader and owner of several car dealerships, 
most notably Felix Chevrolet (known for its cartoon-based Felix the Cat logo). 
7Quitclaim Deed executed by Ardis Holden (stage name Brenda Marshall) who was married to William 
Holden from 1941-1971. 
 

The Builder 

 
Pawling in 1954. 

(Desert Sun newspaper) 

 

 

Already an established builder by around 1950, Joe Pawling was the builder of two 
distinctive Wexler & Harrison-designed residences at 230 and 231 Lillianna Drive (1955, 
Wexler & Harrison).  For his many houses in the Deepwell neighborhood, Pawling 
appears to have borrowed architectural details from his experience in constructing the 
Wexler & Harrison designs on Lillianna.  Some of the features expropriated from Wexler 
& Harrison include the use of a distinctive rectangular fireplace, clerestory windows and 
slumpstone walls.   
 
Pawling was a talented builder who arguably rises to the level of a ñmaster builderò 
under Criterion 5 of the local code.  Although Pawling is not as well-known as local 
builders like Alvah Hicks, or even Robert ñBobò Higgins, Pawling was responsible for a 
number of beautiful modernist residences throughout Palm Springs.  He was a talented 
builder (described as a ñyoung Frank Lloyd Wrightò by one particularly enthusiastic 
client) whose skills and salesmanship allowed him to compete successfully with 
established architects and architectural designers. 
 
The Barrett commission at 1323 South Driftwood Drive was an important one for 
Pawling.  The January 1956 issue of Palm Springs Villager magazine featured a three-
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page article entitled ñApricot Hall of the Desert Moon,ò which beautifully illustrated the 
Barrettsô newly-built modernist home.  In addition to a detailed description of the interior 
furnishings, the article by writer Edith Carlson goes on to say: 
 
 ñThe house, covering an area in excess of 4,000 feet, developed by Builder Joe Pawling 
 from Mrs. Barrettôs original design, is cooled by two 5-ton refrigeration units, one for each 

wing, and heated by a central system.  Construction is of frame and stucco, post-and-beam, 
with supplementary walls of slump stone.ò 

 
While the article identifies Marcia Barrett as the ñdesignerò of the home, Pawling was 
likely left with the more demanding construction details.  It can be further surmised that 
the Barretts gave general guidance regarding the home (i.e., physically very large, the 
number of bedrooms, placement of art walls, etc.). 
 
During his career as a builder Joe Pawling garnered significant local recognition.  In an 
article entitled ñL.A. Press Flown Down to See House of Tomorrow,ò the November 24, 
1956 edition of the Desert Sun newspaper reported on Pawlingôs construction of a home 
at 295 Hermosa Place in Palm Springs.  Pawlingôs 1956 ñHouse of Tomorrowò (which 
pre-dates Palmer & Kriselôs 1960 ñHouse of Tomorrowò at 1350 Ladera Circle for Bob 
and Helene Alexander), received significant press and television coverage both locally 
and in Los Angeles.  The Desert Sun reported that ñthe magnificent home, which 
brought all the press from Los Angeles to write such lavish stories about, is open to the 
public for another weekéall visitors in Palm Springs will want to see this outstanding 
house, which has the newest and most unusual designs in desert living.ò  An earlier 
November 9, 1956 Desert Sun article was especially effusive opining ñthereôs a new 
house up on Hermosa Place thatôs going to glorify desert livingéItôs built of rocks and 
wood and glass and metalséand dreams.ò   The article went on to say that ñJoe 
Pawling, who has lived in Palm Springs for 33 of his 35 years, designed and built this 
house, skillfully incorporating in it his love of the desert and his deep feelings for Palm 
Springs.ò  Pawlingôs 1956 House of Tomorrow was demolished in November of 2000 
and today is a vacant lot.  
 
In an October 22, 2017 interview with the authors, architect Hugh Kaptur remembered 
Pawling fondly.  Kaptur reminisced, ñJoe was a good friendéand a great guyéand we 
worked together on many projectséhe was already an established builder and a big 
deal when I arrived in late 1956.ò  One of the more notable projects Pawling and Kaptur 
collaborated on was the William Burgess Residence on Palisades Drive.  Kaptur 
remembers Pawling as a ñreal speed demonò who received ñso many speeding ticketsò 
on his automobile trips to Sacramento (where he had a building project) he started to fly 
instead of drive. 
 
Addresses associated with Joe Pawling from various editions of local telephone books 
(which frequently yielded conflicting information) include (by year(s) and address): 1947, 
1948 at 334 Hermosa Place; 1948 and 1949 at 526 Paseo de Anza; 1949, 1950 and 
1952  at 175 Tamarisk Road; 1950, 1951 and 1953 at 1324 San Lucas Road; 1954, 
1955 and 1956 at 231 Lillianna Drive; 1957, 1959 and 1961 at 1045 Cahuilla Road; 
1962, 1963, 1964 at 609 Bedford Drive; 1965 at 345 Glen Circle; and 1966 and 1967 at 
330 West Stevens Road. 
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The Architecture    
 
The Barrett Residence is a single-family, five-bedroom, five-and-a-half bath, 4,559 
square foot structure per a March 11, 2017 realtor listing (this varies slightly from the 
Riverside County Property Information Center record, see Appendix II) with a multi-level 
flat roof.  Looking at the residence in plan, the structure is generally symmetrical about 
an east-west axis and creates a flattened ñUò-shape.  The large rectangular pool is sited 
to compliment the U-shape and creates visual interest.  The horizontality of the 
architecture is enhanced by its lavish siting as the structure elegantly rambles over the 
large, one-acre site.   
 
 

 
 

Post-and-beam construction. 

 
 

 
 

The overall horizontality of the Barrett Residence is  
expressed here and on the cover image of this nomination. 
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Floor plan of the Barrett Residence (Holdenôs 1967 additions are highlighted in blue).  
(Courtesy Rodrigo Vargas Design) 
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The Barrett Residence deftly blurs the lines between the indoors and outdoors with high 
ceilings and liberal use of floor to ceiling glazing oriented towards the spectacular 
westerly views.  A large rectangular fireplace is placed prominently in the living room 
and tongue-in-groove ceilings are found throughout the residence.  As is usually found 
in skillfully designed houses, the residence is ñwell-zoned.ò  This translates into clearly 
defined and separated public (e.g., family and social areas) and private zones (e.g., 
sleeping areas) within the residence.   
 
 
 

 
 

Vintage photograph of the Barrett Residence from the  
January 1956 issue of Palm Springs Villager magazine taken at the 

pool looking southeast.  Shown is the post-and-beam construction of the 
residence and furniture can be seen in the glassed-in dining room off the kitchen. 

(Courtesy Palm Springs Historical Society) 

 


