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Panel rejects vacant mall plan

Some say timeframe
for completion too

long; city still could
opt to go forward

BY MARIECAR MENDOZA
The Desert Sun

A plan for the Desert Fashion Plaza
mall that was touted as beneficial to
residents, businesses and its developer
alike was met with disappointment by
some in a community that has en-
dured years of false starts and unful-
filled promises regarding the prime
downtown site.

The Palm Springs Planning Com-
mission voted 3-1 Wednesday to reject
a draft development agreement be-
tween the city and Wessman Devel-
opment on the Museum Market Plaza,
which includes the long-vacant mall
and Town and Country Center.

The rejection came from chairman
Jon Caffery and commissioners Doug
Hudson and Leslie Munger, who said
they are concerned the agreement
doesn’t benefit the city or reflect what
they believe was the plan residents
helped to create during three brain-
storming meetings earlier this year.

“If you made a scorecard and you
were chalking up who’s benefiting ...
it’s a pretty lopsided scorecard that I've
come up with,” said Caffery, who said
the agreement most benefits property
owner John Wessman.

Vice chairman Doug Donenfeld was
the lone dissenting vote.

“I'm not pleased with what’s before
us, but I think it’s the wrong direction
(to reject it),” Donenfeld said. “I think
we're setting  ourselves  back
months.”

Planning commissioners Tracy Con-
rad, who owns the O’Donnell House
near the property, and Philip Klatchko,
who represents a business owner near
the mall, recused themselves.

“Of course, I'm disappointed with
the Planning Commission’s decision
today, but as the citizens of Palm
Springs know, I am committed to the
city’s downtown revitalization,” said
Mayor Steve Pougnet, who serves on
the council’s subcommittee which
helped draft the agreement.

“There’s always a risk. But the risk to
do nothing is just a far greater risk to
the city.”

The council can still approve the de-
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WADE BYARS THE DESERT SUN
A draft development agreement between Palm Springs and Wessman Development on the Museum Market Plaza, which
includes the long-vacant Desert Fashion Plaza mall (above) and Town and Country Center, includes a design that divides
the property into five blocks with two new through streets (below).
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VIDEO: A historical look at the troubled mall

Learn more about Desert Fashion Plaza, and watch a video presentation on the mall
through the years at mydesert.com.
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